
 

 

Activities Three individual activities: tree shake, hedge sweep and leaf litter and log 
hunt. 

What time of year? In an average year, we would recommend late March to September. 

Recommended 
year groups 

All 

Class or group 
activity? 

Works well as either. Might be resource dependent. 

Duration Age/class dependent, usually 30 minutes on each of the three activities (tree 
shake, hedge sweep and leaf litter and log hunt).  

Key outcomes  Learners will spend time outside in a (local) natural environment. 

 Learners will use a variety of techniques and equipment to find, observe 
and try and identify animals found and their habitats/micro-habitats. 

 Learners will have opportunity to (briefly) take care of animals from the 
local environment and return them safely after study. 

Resources required  Waterproof plasters (we advise cuts and grazes are covered) 

 Small transparent plastic pots (needed for all three activities) 

 White sheets (for tree shake only) 

 Dustpans and brushes (for hedge sweep only) 

 Paint brushes* (for all three activities) 

 Magnifying lenses* (for all three activities) 

 Bug hunt recording booklet* (see: Useful printouts section below) + 
pencils 

 Beacon Park mini-beast ID sheets* (see: Useful printouts section below)  

 ID guides/books*  
 
*non-essential resources but could enhance the activities 

Where in the park? Tree shake:  The treeline in between the football fields (Beacon Park map: C4-
C5-B5) is a great place to do a tree shake as some of the trees have low lying 
branches. 
 
Hedge sweep: The hedge along the path from the Bunker’s Hill car park is 
good for sweeping the hedge with the dust pans and brushes.   
 
Leaf litter and log hunt:  The woodland (A4-A5) is a great place to look under 
logs and in amongst leaf litter. 



 

 

What to do We recommend that all open cuts and grazes are covered with waterproof 
plasters before starting these activities. 
 
Tree shake 
1. Find a tree with low branches (that learners can reach) and spread the 

white sheet on the ground beneath it. 
2. Making sure that everyone’s eyes are out of the way, one person should 

firmly shake the branch until ‘bits’ fall out the tree onto the sheet. 
3. Watch the sheet. After a few seconds, the ‘bits’ may start to move.  If they 

do, try and gently catch them in a pot and use your ID sheets and/or books 
to work out what they are. A paint brush can come in handy here as the 
bugs may crawl onto the paint brush, making them easier to catch.   

4. Do not keep the animals in the pots for longer than a few minutes. Once 
they have been identified, release them near to where they were found. 

5. If you are using the bug hunt recording booklet, remember to fill it in! 
6. Repeat as necessary under different branches. 
7. Wash hands before eating or drinking or anything. 
 
Hedge sweep 
1. Being especially vigilant for nettles, brambles and thorns, make three to 

four quick, short sweeps of the hedge, brushing towards the dustpan.    
2. Watch the pan. After a few seconds, the ‘bits’ in the pan may start to 

move. If they do, try and gently catch them in a pot and use your ID sheets 
and/or books to work out what they are. A paint brush can also come in 
handy here as the bugs may crawl onto the paint brush, making them 
easier to catch.   

3. Do not keep the animals in the pots for longer than a few minutes. Once 
they have been identified, release them near to where they were found. 

4. If you are using the bug hunt recording booklet, remember to fill it in! 
5. Repeat as necessary at different parts of the hedge. 
6. Wash hands before eating or drinking or anything. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Leaf litter and log hunt 
1. Carefully look under any fallen branches and logs (that can easily and 

safely be moved) and the leaf litter to see what is hiding. 
2. Gently catch any mini-beasts in a pot and use your ID sheets and/or books 

to work out what they are. A paint brush can also come in handy here as 
the bugs may crawl onto the paint brush, making them easier to catch.   



 

 

What to do 
continued 

3. Do not keep the animals in the pots for longer than a few minutes. Once 
they have been identified, release them near to where they were found. 

4. If you are using the bug hunt recording booklet, remember to fill it in! 
5. Repeat as necessary in different areas of the woodland. 
6. Wash hands before eating or drinking or anything. 
 

Extension activities You could try these: 

 Research some of the animals caught back in the classroom to find out 
more about them e.g. lifecycles, feeding habits or behaviours. 

 Find out about food chains and food webs – what do your animals eat?  
What eats them? How do they try and avoid being eaten? E.g. 
camouflage, hiding. 

 Try bug hunting at different times of the year and comparing results. 

 Often, we use the word ‘bug’ to cover all types of invertebrates such as 
snails, spiders, insects and millipedes. Technically, there is a group of 
insects known as ‘true bugs’. Learners could research to find out which 
animals they found belong to which groups and which animals are ‘true 
bugs’. 

Risk assessment See separate document. For guidance only. Teachers are advised to carry out 
their own risk assessments prior to any activities. 

Useful printouts School visit useful information and map  
Beacon Park mini-beast ID sheet 1 – photographs of common mini-beasts  
Beacon Park mini-beast ID sheet 2 – guide to some common mini-beast groups 
Bug hunt recording booklet (print double-sided on A4 and fold to make A5 
booklet) 

Notes Contact parks@lichfielddc.gov.uk for further details. 

Related activities See:  
Pond dipping for self-led groups 
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