Lichfield Historic
Parks Newsletter

Jan - Mar 2020
Welcome to ParkLife
Welcome to our winter
edition of ParkLife.
This is the newsletter that
keeps you up to date with
all that’s going on across
Lichfield Historic Parks,
which includes Beacon Park,
Minster Pool and Walk, the
Garden of Remembrance
and Stowe Pool.

We held an event in December to thank all our brilliant park volunteers for all
their hard work over 2019.

We hope you find ParkLife
interesting. Please get in touch
if you have any comments or
suggestions.

In the past year more than 150 people have spent a combined total of around
4,300 hours volunteering across our parks and green spaces.

Lichfield District Council
parks@lichfielddc.gov.uk

From thinning trees and clearing scrub as part of our Countryside & Parks
Conservation Group, to helping keep Beacon Park tidy at the Neaten and Natter
monthly sessions, through to volunteering for big events such as Lichfield
Proms, our volunteers play a huge role in helping us to manage the district’s
green spaces.

In this issue...

Festive event to thank park volunteers

We also thanked the Friends of Lichfield Historic Park at the special event. This
is the group that meet each month to suggest ideas for how the city’s parks
could be improved, and many go on to volunteer at events and park activities.
More volunteers have also helped with gardening, making props for events and
running a range of workshops.
One of the highlights of this year saw hundreds of volunteers taking part in the
planting and opening of the Peace Woodland in Beacon Park - designed by
Lichfield Cathedral’s artist in residence Peter Walker as a permanent living
artwork. The woodland, which was planted and cared for by our parks team and
many volunteers, marks 100 years since the end of the First World War.
Councillor Liz Little, Cabinet Member of Recycling & Leisure, said: “We are
ever so grateful to everyone who donates their time to helping our local parks
and green spaces. It was a fantastic year for volunteering and they’ve all
worked so hard. We’re always keen to encourage more volunteers to help at
our parks. It helps to boost health and wellbeing and it’s a good way to meet
new people and benefit local communities.”
To find out more about volunteering, please email parks@lichfielddc.gov.uk or
call 01543 308869.
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Beacon Park tennis
Give us your views
Look back at 2019
Become a park friend
Welcoming friendly dogs
Jan to Mar park listings

A look back at some of 2019’s highlights
From the opening of the Peace Woodland and the launch of the
ability swing, 2019 was a fantastic year for Lichfield Historic Parks.
Here are some of our best moments...

Please give us your views
If you haven’t done so already, please
take five minutes to complete our parks
visitor survey.
It asks you what parks you visit, how
often you go, how you travel there, why
you visit them, how you rate them on
appearance, their facilities and more.
To complete the survey, please visit:
www.lichfieldhistoricparks.co.uk/views
Please note: The ‘thank you for filling in
this survey’ page is not working but your
answers will still be counted.

Tennis courts
We have agreed to a 21-year lease of
our four tennis courts in Beacon Park
to the charitable organisation, Beacon
Park Tennis.
The group will manage the tennis
courts, promoting tennis and
increasing opportunities to play.
As part of their focus on improving
tennis in Lichfield, Beacon Park
Tennis is raising funds to resurface
the tennis courts and add new
floodlighting to extend play
throughout the year.
The project will cost £208,000 and the
plans for the court improvements
have been approved by the council.

Friends of Lichfield Historic Parks
The Friends group makes sure park users and locals are involved
in discussions about Lichfield Historic Parks.
The group generally meets on the last Thursday of the month.
If you want to get involved, email parks@lichfielddc.gov.uk
Find the Friends on Facebook at www.facebook.com/FoLHP

What’s on at Beacon Park - Jan & Feb children
need to be accompanied by an adult for all activities.

We love welcoming friendly dogs to our parks
To make sure everyone feels safe in our parks, please
keep your dog under control when walking your dog.
We don’t have a dogs on lead policy in our parks but do
expect all dogs to be under control. We also ask that dog
walkers are considerate to others and if someone is
obviously worried about your dog’s behaviour, please
pop it on a lead if necessary.
If you are not a dog person, the best thing to do is not to
make eye contact with them and if they approach you
and you are worried, simply stand still, fold your arms
and look down. This should make them lose interest!
If you see a dog that is out of control, we recommend
asking the owner to bring it under control. If they can’t
or refuse to do so, please call the police on 101, as they
have enforcement powers under the revised Dangerous
Dogs Act 1991.

Date/time

Event details

Tues 7 Jan
1pm - 3pm
Community
Garden Area
Volunteer event

Neaten and Natter
This volunteer activity is for adults
who want to help us look after
Beacon Park. Call 01543 308869 to
confirm your place and to check the
activity is running.

Wed 8 Jan
10am start
Ranger Station
Free

Health Walks – short walk
Join the friendly team from
Everyone Health for short
walks around Beacon Park
and Stowe Pool. Walks last
around 30 to 40 minutes weather permitting. Call 03330
050095 to check the walk is running.

Fri 10 Jan
1pm - 3pm
Discovery Hub
Volunteer event

Event Volunteers
Help the parks team with its packed
event schedule. Tasks will vary each
month and include making props,
resources and costumes for
events. Beginners welcome.

Wed 15 Jan
11am start
Ranger station
Free

Health Walks – longer walk
Join Lichfield Historic Parks
for a walk around the local
area. Walks are circular and
last just over one hour weather permitting. Call
01543 308867 on morning of the
walk to confirm it’s running.

Wed 17 Jan
1pm - 2pm
Community
Garden area
Free

Wellbeing Wonder Wander
A series of monthly mindful sessions
using various senses to explore the
amazing natural world within Beacon
Park. January’s theme is Woodlice
Pursuits.

Wed 22 Jan
10am start

Health Walks – short walk
See 8 Jan listing to find out more.

Tues 4 Feb
1pm - 3pm

Neaten and Natter
See 7 Jan listing to find out more.

Wed 5 Feb
11am start

Health Walks - longer walk
See 15 Jan listing to find out more.

Fri 7 Feb
1pm - 3pm

Event Volunteers
See 10 Jan listing to find out more.

Wed 12 Feb
10am start

Health Walks – short walk
See 8 Jan listing to find out more.

A dog is considered dangerously out of control if it:
 Makes someone worried it might injure them
 injures someone

If you see an out of control dog, or feel threatened by a
dog owner in one of our parks, please call the police on
101. If it’s an emergency always dial 999.

What’s on at Beacon Park - February to March 2020

Date/time

Event details

Date/time
Date/time

Eventdetails
details
Event

Sun 16 Feb and
Mon 17 Feb
10am - 11am,
11.30am 12.30pm
1.30pm - 2.30pm
Discovery Hub
£2 each

Automata
workshops
Design and
make your
own moving
model to amaze your friends
and family! Using mainly upcycled
cardboard. Most suitable for age 6+
but all welcome. Children must be
accompanied. Booking essential - call
01543 308867 to reserve your place.

Sat 21 March
Drop in from
11am - last entry
2.30pm
50p per flower

Paper flowers for Mother’s Day
Make beautiful, long
lasting tissue paper
flowers for that special
lady. Most suitable
for ages 8+. All children
must be accompanied.

Wed 25 March
10am start

Health Walks – short walk
See 19 Feb listing to find out more.

Wed 19 Feb
10am start
Ranger Station
Free

Health Walks – short walk
Join the friendly team from Everyone
Health for short walks around Beacon
Park and Stowe Pool. Walks last
around 30 to 40 minutes - weather
permitting. Call 03330 050095 to
check the walk is running.

Fri 28 Feb
1pm - 2pm
Community
Garden Area
Free

Wellbeing Wonder Wander
A series of monthly mindful sessions
using various senses to explore the
amazing natural world within Beacon
Park. February's theme is Spring
Search.

Tues 3 March
1pm - 3pm
Community
Garden Area
Volunteer event

Neaten and Natter
This volunteer activity is for adults
who want to help us look after
Beacon Park. Call 01543 308869 to
confirm your place and to check the
activity is running.

Wed 4 March
11am start
Ranger Station
Free

Health Walks – longer walk
Join Lichfield Historic Parks for a walk
around the local area. Walks are
circular and last just over one hour weather permitting. Call 01543
308867 on morning of the walk to
confirm it’s running.

Wed 11 March
10am start

Health Walks – short walk
See 19 Feb listing to find out more.

Wed 18 March
11am start

Health Walks – longer walk
See 4 Mar listing to find out more.

Fri 20 March
1pm - 2pm
Community
garden area
Free

Wellbeing Wonder Wander
A series of monthly mindful sessions
using various senses to explore the
amazing natural world within Beacon
Park. March’s theme is Signs of
Spring - Revisited.

Cycle Rides For All
Sunday 29 March, setting off from
Burntwood Leisure Centre at 11am
Each year from March to September
we offer free monthly cycle rides led
by cycle instructors. We’re starting
this year’s series with a taster ride
round Burntwood. This event is suitable for all,
including beginners.
Nature Conservation with CPCG
Our Countryside & Parks Conservation
Group (or CPCG) meets on the first
and third Wednesday of the month
from 10.30am to 3pm and carry out
conservation work at our local parks. All over 18s
welcome - we provide the tools. To find out more
please email Peter at parks@lichfielddc.gov.uk
Women’s Walking Netball
Come to Beacon Park’s
tennis/netball courts on Thursdays
from 10.30am to 11.30am to have a
go at walking netball. It costs £2.50 a session and you
don’t need to book. www.activelichfield.co.uk
Family Boxercise
Running at Beacon Park on
Mondays from 1pm to 1.45pm.
Take out some stress with gloves
and pads. These non contact sessions are open to all.
The first session is free and £4 after. Starts back on 13
January 2020. www.activelichfield.co.uk
Tennis for Free: These coach-led tennis
sessions on Sundays at Beacon Park from
2pm to 3.30pm. Kit provided. Simply register
and book at www.tennisforfree.com

