
A tree is not just a trunk and branches

with some leaves attached, it is a 

life-giving organism releasing oxygen,

giving us the air that we breathe, like

the lungs of the earth.

Trees absorb pollutants, reduce erosion, create

shade and shelter, buffer noise, offer food and refuge

for wildlife, and provide a vital green element in your

community for recreation, rest and play.

If you would like to discover more about some of the

trees in the city of Lichfield, please use this leaflet and

follow the route shown on the map (on the back page).

At each tree you will find an information plaque, plus a

post with an embossed leaf shape on top for making

a wax rubbing (own paper and crayons required).

The trail is suitable for all and takes about one hour

to complete. There are a few steps after tree no 2, 

to avoid these just head back towards the cathedral

and continue via the Close.
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on the left

Pass over 
the bridge

Steps

1

2

3

4
5

6

7

8

9 10

11
12

It’s hard to imagine
a world without trees

Starting point

Tips for planting

Broadleaf trees
(trees that shed their
foliage for winter)

Coniferous Trees
(trees that usually retain
their foliage all year)

P Parking

Route of trail

Additional route 
to one of the city’s
best Beech trees

Get to know more about trees by visiting any of the 
following websites:

The Forestry Commission: www.forestry.gov.uk
The Royal Forestry Society: www.rfs.org.uk
The Woodland Trust: www.woodlandtrust.org.uk

Public Toilets

Thank you for following the Little City Tree Trail
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What better way to start the trail than
with a native Yew tree, Its mighty
strong timber has been compared 
to that of iron and one of the oldest
wooden artefacts discovered in the world 
is a spear made from the wood of a Yew tree.

English Yew 
(Taxus baccata)
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Magnolias are some of the most primitive of our flowering 
trees. In ancient times they thrived in forests which formed 
their natural habitat. Today they are often seen growing 
happily in gardens, with certain species taking up to 
twenty years to produce flowers

Magnolia
(Magnolia)
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The Ginkgo is so resilient that six 
individual trees managed to survive 
the Hiroshima bombings in Japan in
1945 despite adjacent buildings being destroyed. 
The naturalist Charles Darwin called the Ginkgo 
a ‘living fossil’ as they date from the Jurassic period.

Maidenhair Tree 
(Ginkgo biloba)
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The Garden of Remembrance was 
opened in 1920. The Paulownia was 
introduced to Britain from its native
China in the 1830s. It represents the
botanical interests of that period when
curious and unusual species were popular.

Foxglove Tree  
(Paulownia tomentosa)
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A majestic giant with a current girth 
of just over 4m. Go on give it a hug. 
Have a go at growing one of your
own. Collect some fresh seeds from the ground in autumn, 
remove the nuts from the prickly cases and sow immediately 
in pots. Protect from cheeky squirrels and Jack Frost. 

Beech 
(Fagus sylvatica)

5 Sessile Oak 
(Quercus petraea)
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These are excellent trees for 
supporting wildlife. Their leaves are a
popular food source for many moth species during their 
larval (caterpillar) stage including the Lime Hawk moth and
Scarce hook-tip moth. The wood from Limes can often be 
seen adorning English churches as decorative carvings.

Lime
(Tilia)

Oak trees are an important feature in the English landscape and
can reach a great age. They are easy to grow too. Just collect
some acorns as soon as they drop, usually September onwards.
Remove the main acorn out of its casing, float in water and 
only plant the ones that sink. Sow snugly in pots 2-3cm 
deep, keep a look out for fresh shoots the following spring. 
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A superb specimen tree that creates a wonderful contrast
amongst the surrounding shades of green. The depth of colour
in the leaves is dependent upon the levels of anthocyanins 
(pigments) present. If you stand close to the trunk and look 
up when the tree is in leaf, are the leaves still purple?

Purple Beech
(Fagus sylvatica Purpurea)
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Cedar wood is light, soft and durable and is an important 
structural timber in its native North Africa. The wood can be
steam distilled to release aromatic oil which has long been 
used in the perfume industry.

Atlas Cedar 
(Cedrus atlantica)
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Birch trees are some of the oldest native
trees and were one of the first tree
species to appear in Britain following the
last ice age. The catkins appear in the spring 
and each one can contain around 5 million grains of pollen.

Silver Birch
(Betula pendula)
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Giant by name and giant by nature these trees are capable of
reaching incredible heights. The first recorded sighting of these
trees was believed to be by a hunter in1852 who was chasing 
a bear in a mountainous region in California. The hunter was
keen to tell others about his discovery but nobody believed 
him until they had seen the enormous trees for themselves. 

Giant Sequoia
(Sequoiadendron giganteum)
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Imagine great mountains covered with
these beautiful trees. Here in England
they are planted as ornamental specimen
trees and can reach heights of up to 40m. When grown 
commercially their timber is used in the construction industry
due to its straight grain, lightness and resistance to split.

Colorado White Fir 
(Abies concolor)


