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Introduction 
Beacon Park and Lichfield Wildlife Group (The local Group of Staffordshire Wildlife Trust) 
commissioned Arvensis Ecology to lead several events with volunteers recording the flora 
present within the park. Sessions on botanical identification and recording, as well as 
practical surveying took place on five separate days. 
 

Location of Beacon Park 
Beacon Park is situated within the confines of Lichfield, to the west of the main town within 
the two 1km2 grid squares (SK1009 and SK1109) (Figure 1 and 2). The site is within the 
botanical vice-county  of Staffordshire (v.c. 39) and the political area of Lichfield District 
Council. Beacon Park is approximately 29 hectares, and between 84 and 89m in elevation. 

 
Figure 1: Location of Beacon Park in relation to Lichfield (within two 1km2 grid squares). 

 
Source: Ordnance Survey  OS Licence No. 100054589 (Arvensis Ecology). 
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Figure 2: Aerial photograph of Beacon Park, showing large area of recreational grounds, 
including Golf course in north west and sports pitches centre. In the centre of the 

photograph is the main pool near the Rangers hut. The pool is fed from the Leamonsley 
Brook which enters the site to the west and exits in the east. Since the photograph was 

taken a new building containing a café has been built to the north west of the main pool. 
The woods in the south west and along the A51 road are clear. The Ornamental Garden, 

Museum Garden, Tennis Courts and Bowling Green are to the east (the Hub which was yet 
to be built is to the north east of the Bowling Green). 

 

 
Source: Google Maps  Accessed 25th November 2013. 
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History of Beacon Park. 
The history of Beacon Park is closely linked to Beacon Place (also known as Beacon House) 
situated on the northern boundaries of Beacon Park, now long gone under a modern 
housing estate. Beacon Place (Figure 3, 4 and 5) was a sizeable house built in the late 18th 
century by George Hand within 15 acres of grounds. Over the years it passed through many 
hands and perhaps its heyday was in the mid 1830s when General William Dyott 
commented that Beacon Place was 'a superb residence' and 'one of the best houses in the 
neighbourhood'. Around this time the house was renamed Beacon House and covered 36 
acres (British History Online 2014a). In 1881 the house was sold and changed its name back 
to Beacon Place. In 1922 Gerald Seckham sold it to the War Department who had taken it 
over as offices for use during the First World War. In the Second World War it was used by 
the Royal Army Service Corps and from the end of the 1950s it was empty, being bought by 
the city council who demolished it in 1964. By the end of the 1960s most of the old site had 
been redeveloped into a housing estate, the only links to the old site being in some of the 
road names: Swinfen Broun Road (after Michael Swinfen-Broun who donated 11 ½ acres of 
land to form part of Beacon Park (Wikipedia 2014)), Seckham Road (after the Seckham 
family who lived at Beacon Place from 1881) and Beaconfields (British History Online 
2014a). 
 
The oldest part of Beacon Park neighbouring the free library and museum are the Museum 
Grounds (now Museum Gardens) opened in 1859, the same year that Charles Darwin 
published the 'Origin of Species' (Figure 5). This area lies on the site of Bishops Fish Pool 
(Upper Pool) which was created in the 14th century when a causeway was built on the future 
site of Bird Street, in turn separating Bishops Fish Pool from Minster Pool (Figure 6). Prior to 
the causeway being built the area around the Bishops Fish Pool was known as 'Swan Moggs' 
and 'Stow(e) Moggs' (Figure 7a and 7b). These names having been in use since 1498, the 
name 'moggs' referring to an area of 'persistent dampness',  well illustrated in an engraving 
of circa 1842 (Figure 8) which depicts a flooded area with islands of trees and low lying 
marshland. The whole of the land to the west of Lichfield and Beacon Street including as far 
south as Sandford Street would appear to have been marshland; which was drained 
throughout the 17th, 18th and 19th centuries. 
 
The land surrounding Swan Moggs (so called because of the swans which were originally 
kept by the Bishop on this land), and Stow Moggs were drained and landscaped from the 
1780s onwards. Bishops Fish Pool was created about this time and would eventually be 
filled with silt dredged from the nearby Minster Pool becoming the Museum Garden (British 
History Online 2014b, British History Online 2014e, Lichfield Lore 2014a). To the west of the 
Museum Garden, a recreation ground of c. 5 acres was opened in 1891; the site was further 
extended by the donation of 11 ½ acres of land by Lt. Col. Michael Swinfen-Broun in 1944 
(British History Online 2014b and British History Online 2014c). 
 
It is unclear if the pools in Beacon Park are natural or man-made, although it is not shown 
on the Yate's 1775 Map of the County of Stafford (Figure 9), but then neither are the pools 
to the south of Maple Hayes. Both pools are shown on an 1887-90s map (Figure 10), 
labelled as Fish ponds. Two pools remain here until some period between the 1956 map 
(when a weir is marked connecting the two) and more recent maps (Figure 11, 12, 13 and 
14), when the eastern pool is in-filled with only a channel left along the northern edge. The 
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infilling of this pool has allowed the expansion of the sports pitches to the south of the 
pools.  
 
Between 1956 and 1968 part of the recreation ground was turned over to Tennis courts 
(Figures 11, 12-14). It is around this time that the Gardener's Cottage and Bowling Green 
appears. These remain today, although the pavilion for the Bowling Green has be re-
developed into the Hub (circa 2010s). Present from the 1971 map is the Pavilion and 
Rangers Hut built to the south of the main pool (Figure 13-14). A paddling pool and boating 
pool were new additions on the 1968 map (Figure 12), later to be redeveloped as the new 
play areas in the early 2010s, along with a new café (to the north west of the main pool). 
 
A bandstand is present from the 1900s maps (Figure 4), by the south west exit of the 
Museum Garden near the north west corner of the present Tennis courts. This was removed 
some time before the 1960s maps (Figure 12). 
 

Hidden in the undergrowth in the woods (especially later in the season) is a collection of 

ornamental 'rubble' with fluted carvings and banding. The group were unable to identify 

what these could be from, but opinions ranged from remains of formal gate posts, to pillars 

from a building; whatever the structure it would have been relatively ornate. Kate Gomez 

(2014) offers a variety of possible solutions, of which the most likely is that they are parts of 

the balustrade on the Bird Street/Beacon Street side of the park removed in the 1980s when 

building work was done nearby. 

 

A constant feature of Beacon Place and Beacon Park is the Leamonsley Brook, which runs 

from a spring near Maple Hayes, entering the park in the west and exiting into a channel 

under the Museum Garden; it then continues on into Minster Pool. The line of the brook is 

clearly indicated on the 1887 map (Figure 10), with its course being little changed; except 

for post 1956 when as discussed one of the pools was filled in. 

Around the mid 1960s the A51 was built along the western boundary of Beacon Park, 

permanently disconnecting the park from the neighbouring countryside; since that time the 

land contained within the A51 has been steadily in-filled with housing and businesses. 

Recent developments within the past few years have seen the pool restored and re-

landscaped with new plantings around the Pavilion and Rangers' Hut area. Pedal boats 

operate from the pool in summer including a fleet of 'Swans' harking back to the days of the 

Moggs being used by the Bishop to raise Swans for the table (Front cover). 
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Figure 3: Map of Beacon Place (marked as Beacon House), clearing showing two Fish Ponds, 

line of Leamonsley Brook, Recreation grounds (to east) and avenue of trees. (Undated but 

post 1830 when the house was renamed Beacon House) 

 

 

Source: All about Lichfield via Lichfield Lore (2014c) 
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Figure 4: Portion of 1921 Lichfield Map showing Beacon Place and its grounds, now lost 

beneath housing. What is obvious are the two pools labelled as Fish Ponds, and the avenue 

of trees running from the east down to Christ Church (which is still present). To the east the 

recreation grounds are shown as well as allotments.  

 
Source: Lichfield Lore (2014b) 
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Figure 5: 1924: 10,560. Beacon Place is evident in middle of the picture as are the fish ponds 

to the south as well as the avenue of trees pointing south from the house. The Museum 

Grounds and Recreation Grounds are also marked (to the west of Minster Pool). 

Source: www.old-maps.co.uk  (Accessed 25
th
 November 2013). 
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Figure 6:  Map of Lichfield in 1610, showing Cathedral (11), Stowe Mere (33), Damm Mere 
(now Minster Pool: 34) and nearby Samford Street (now Sandford Street: 15). Bishops Fish 

Pool (Upper Pool) is to the south of Minster Pool (not numbered). It is unclear what the 
artist was trying to depict in this pool, be it islands or marshy areas; although the swans 

swimming on Stowe Mere (33) are clear. 
 

 
Source: British History Online (2014d) 

 
  



 

12 
 

Figure 7a: 'A plan of the City and Close of Lichfield from actual survey by John Snape 1781'. 
Clearly showing Minster Pool and Stowe Pool with 'moggs' between them and to the west of 
Minster Pool Stow(e) Moggs. 
 

 Source: Pinterest (2014) 
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Figure 7b: Crop of 'A plan of the City and Close of Lichfield from actual survey by John Snape 
1781'. Stow(e) Moggs when reclaimed would be part of Beacon Park, with parts in the east 
becoming Beacon Place. Swan Moggs would be similarly reclaimed and Swan Road (marked 

to its north and west) would form the boundary between it and the Museum Garden. 
 

 
Source: Pinterest (2014) 
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Figure 8: Engraving of Bishops Fish Pool, Lichfield prior to it being filled in. Dated 20th April 

1842. Central in the picture is the Cathedral whose Bishop owned this area and used it for 

the rearing of Swans. Note also the presence of islands covered in trees presumably 

including Willows and Alders as well as the large Willow on the right. 

 
Source: Wikipedia 2014 
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Figure 9: Portion of Yates's 1775 Map of the County of Stafford.  
Note the pools running through Li(t)chfield. The Leamonsley Brook (not marked) runs from 

the west by Maple Hayes towards the base of Minster Pool (central pool in town) and 
beyond. No sign is visible of any of the fish ponds within the current Beacon Park site; 

although Swan Road is marked. 
 

 
Source: British History Online 2014c. 
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Figure 10: 1887-1890. 1:10,560. Site of Beacon House with main outline of future park little changed. Parts of what were Stow(e) Moggs are 
now marked as Recreation Grounds. The Museum Grounds can be seen near the Library. The two fish ponds belonging to Beacon House 

(Place) can be clearly seen as can the avenue of trees which are still in existence. 
 

 
Source: www.old-maps.co.uk  (Accessed 25th November 2013) 
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Figure 11: Ordnance Survey 1956. 1:10,560. Relatively little change to Beacon Park since the 1890s map (figure 10). 

 
Source: www.old-maps.co.uk  (Accessed 25th November 2013)  
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Figure 12: 1968-1973. 1:10,000. The newly built A51 cutting from the bottom left up to the top right of the picture, dominates this view of 
Beacon Park. Only one fishing pond remains, and Beacon Place has been demolished. Part of the recreation ground to the south of the 
Museum Garden have been turned into Tennis courts. Two rectangular structures have appeared to the north of the pond. These are a 

children's swimming/paddling pool (upper) and boating pool (lower). 
 

 
Source: www.old-maps.co.uk  (Accessed 25th November 2013)  
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Figure 13: 1971-1979. 1:10,000. Further developments in the park include a Golf course to the  
north west and a Bowling green with Pavilion (on current site of the Hub). 

 

 
Source: www.old-maps.co.uk  (Accessed 25th November 2013)  
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Figure 14: 1971-1990. 1:10,000. A relatively contemporary map. Only absent are the recent developments to the north west of the main pool. 
 

 
Source: www.old-maps.co.uk  (Accessed 25th November 2013) 



 
 

Historical Recording 
 

Historical data for Beacon Park 
Botanical recording for Beacon Park has been sparse hence the current survey. The first record 
was made by David Wall in December 2003 for Viscum album Mistletoe growing on a Populus sp. 
hybrid Black Poplar at SK10920963 near the Leamonsley Brook; unfortunately he also noted that 
the tree had been cut down around 2009. 
 
A short list of tree species was recorded at SK110096 (near the Pavilion) on the 23rd of August 
2008, made by an unknown recorder is presented in Table 1 (source Staffordshire Ecological 
Record 2013). 

Table 1: Plant species recorded in 2008 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are additional non-vascular plant records for the site, see Table 2 (source Staffordshire 
Ecological Record 2013) 

 
Table 2: List of types of records made for Beacon Park (BAP = Biodiversity Action Plan) 

 

Taxonomic 
Group 

Date range No of records No of Species Comments 

Bird 2008 1 1 BAP - Ring Ouzel 

Crustacean 2008 1 1 
Schedule 9 - Signal 

Crayfish 

Mammal 2000-2011 13 10 
4 BAP species including 

Water Vole 

Moth 2011 38 38 3 BAP species. 

Plants 2008 5 5   

 Total Records 58    

  Total Species 55  

(source Staffordshire Ecological Record 2013) 

 
Whilst a significant amount of recording work has been undertaken in the immediate areas of 
Beacon Park (particularly around the Cathedral areas and nearby pools), there is a paucity of 
botanical records for Beacon Park itself. 
 
Some of the more useful records for outside the park are 22 records for Leamonsley Brook and 
banks at SK10350958 (which is to the west of Beacon Park and the A51 near Pipe Green). These 
records (Table 3) made by Dr E. Radford on the 14th of July 1995 give a flavour of what may be 
found along the banks of the Leamonsley Brook in Beacon Park. 

 
 

Acer pseudoplatanus  

Alnus glutinosa  

Fagus sylvatica  

Juglans regia  
Salix sp. 
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Table 3: List of species recorded by Dr Radford 

Alnus glutinosa 
Apium nodiflorum 
Carex panicea 

Cirsium palustre 
Crataegus monogyna 

Epilobium hirsutum 
Filipendula ulmaria 
Fraxinus excelsior 

Glyceria fluitans 
Hedera helix 
Lemna minor 

Lotus pedunculatus 
Mentha aquatica 

Myosotis sp. 
Rosa sp. 
Rumex sp. 

Scrophularia auriculata 
Senecio aquaticus 
Silene flos-cuculi 

Solanum dulcamara 
Sparganium erectum 

Veronica beccabunga 

 
(source Botanical Society of Britain and Ireland Distribution Database. Accessed 5/2013) 
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The current survey 
A survey of Beacon Park was undertaken on the following days: 14th May, 4th June, 18th June, 8th 
July, and 2nd August 2013. Lead by Mark Duffell of Arvensis Ecology and ably assisted by a variety 
of volunteers who helped on some or all days. Volunteers are listed alphabetically:  
 

Ray Allen  
Keith Anderton  
Margaret Buxton 
Graeme Cooper 
Audrey Dudley 
Ann Eden 
Alan Eley 
Brenda Eley 
Sam Hall  

Roger Hindley  
Margaret Israel  
David Jailler  
Dave Jones 
Lucy Mackinson  
Sue Marsh 
James Myers 
Peter Norbury 

Linda Norbury 
Jean Norris 
Phil Renowden 
Tony Thompson 
Kath Thompson 
David Wall 
Jan Wilkowski 
Ruth Witczak

 

Additional records were produced by Ray Allen and David Wall, who undertook additional survey 
work. 
 
The primary focus of recording was the native flora, with some additional non-native species being 
recorded. Whilst flower beds and other horticultural areas were botanised no attempt was made 
to fully record any planted species apart from obviously self-seeded or naturalised species. 
Likewise not all of the tree species found within Beacon Park were recorded, and usually only 
mature trees were recorded. In the case of the Golf course no attempt was made to identify every 
single tree planted there.  
 
Whilst recording for the Flora of Beacon Park project concentrated on vascular plants additional 
records were also made (Table 4 and Appendix 2). 

 
Table 4: Numbers and types of records made during current survey. 

 

Taxonomic 
Group 

No of records No of Species Comments 

Amphibian 2 1 Frog  

Bird 14 11  Various 

Crustacean 1 1 Signal Crayfish  

Mammal 2 1  Mole 

Invertebrates 6 6 Mainly galls 

Plants 154 294   

Total Records 1566   

 Total Species 314  

 
A list was made of all the vascular plants seen using standard botanical recording techniques (Hill, 
Fasham et al. 2005). Identifications were made using Bean (1970), Hubbard (1992), Poland (2009), 
Rich and Jermy (1998) and Stace (1999, 2010).  
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The site was divided up into compartments (Figure 2) with the coarsest records being made at this 
level, a compartment list was made of all species seen. Any rarities or species of interest recorded 
at the 10m level using a GPS (Garmin Etrex 10, accuracy 5m or better). All records have been 
submitted to the Vice-county recorder, John Hawksford. Surveying of the main pool was 
undertaken with a grapnel. 
 
A total of thirteen recording compartments were created within Beacon Park (Figure 15). 

 Leamonsley Brook: SK1009 

 Leamonsley Brook: SK1109 

 Playing field: SK1009 

 Playing field: SK1109 

 Wood: SK1009 

 Golf Course: SK1009 

 Playing area: SK1109 

 Tree-line: SK1109 

 Vegetable Garden and Storage area: SK1109 

 Ornamental Garden near The Hub: SK1109 

 Museum Garden: SK1109 

 Tennis Courts and surrounds: SK1109 

 Field to south of Playing Fields: SK1109 
 
A total of 1541 botanical records were collected comprising 294 different species, subspecies and 
hybrids, belonging to 63 families (Appendix 1); of these 14 were Staffordshire Axiophytes (Table 
5). Of the 1541 records 299 were made solely by volunteers.  
 
One Schedule 8 and three Schedule 9 Species were recorded in Beacon Park (see below for more 
details); as you would expect for an urban and gardened site there were also many non-native or 
introduced species and these are indicated in the annotated species list (Appendix 1). 
 
No sensible analysis can be undertaken of any gains or losses on the site given the paucity of 
historical botanical records; the only definite loss was for Mistletoe Viscum album which grew on a 
tree in the park which has since been removed. 
 

Axiophytes 
Axiophytes are useful indicators of a site's importance for conservation; they comprise species 
which are neither particularly common or rare but only occur on sites of conservation importance 
(BSBI 2013). From the historical data for Beacon Park none of the species recorded are Axiophytes.  
 
A list of Axiophytes for Staffordshire (BSBI 2013) was compared with the current survey and 
Beacon Park was found to have a total of 14 Axiophyte species (Table 5); although not all of these 
can be considered as naturally occurring with many being recently introduced with the restoration 
of the main pool. An adjusted list of Axiophytes for the part is presented in Table 6. 
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Table 5: List of Axiophyte recorded from Beacon Park with comments 

Berula erecta 

Butomus umbellatus1 

Carex paniculata 

Carex pseudocyperus2 

Carex rostrata2 

Carex vesicaria2 

Euonymus europaeus3 

Lamium amplexicaule 

Phragmites australis2 

Prunus padus4 

Senecio sylvaticus 

Solidago viragaurea5 

Tilia platyphyllos6 

Trifolium micranthum 

 
1) Considered introduced: Planted in ornamental pool in Museum garden. 
2) Considered introduced: Planted as part of main pool restoration? 
3) Considered introduced: Planted in several locations around park. 
4) Considered introduced: Likely to have been planted along with many other trees in the Park. 
5) Considered introduced: A common garden plant and probably naturalised from garden 
material. 
6) Introduced: A subspecies (ssp. platyphyllos) not native to the UK. 
 
 

Table 6: Adjusted List of Axiophyte recorded from Beacon Park 

Berula erecta 

Carex paniculata 

Lamium amplexicaule 

Senecio sylvaticus 

Trifolium micranthum 
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Schedule 8 & 9 Species. 
 

The Wildlife and Countryside Act of 1981, and its amendments in the Countryside and Rights of 
Way (CROW) Act 2000 created a list of plant species which are either protected (Schedule 8) or 
non-native species that are considered harmful to the environment (Schedule 9). 
 
For species listed on Schedule 8 it is an offence to “deliberately pick collect, cut, uproot or destroy 
these wild plants”.  
 
The only Schedule 8 species recorded in this survey was the Bluebell. Despite its inclusion on 
Schedule 8 this it will have little effect on the overall management of this particular site as in this 
case it is only an offence if any part of the plant is sold and not if plants are damaged (intentionally 
or otherwise) (NE 2014). 
 

Schedule 8 

Bluebell Hyacinthoides non-scripta 

 

With Schedule 9 species it is an offence to release or allow to release plants into the wild (NE 
2011). Fortunately Beacon Park has relatively few species listed on Schedule 9. 
 

Schedule 9 

A Cotoneaster Cotoneaster sp. 

Japanese Knotweed Fallopia japonica 

Rhododendron Rhododendron xsuperponticum 
(synonym. R. ponticum) 

Japanese Rose Rosa rugosa 

 

What does this mean for Beacon Park? Fortunately the presence of any Schedule 9 species within 
the park is not that obvious, with no widespread invading hordes of foreign plants. 
 
A young Cotoneaster Cotoneaster species was found growing in the wall of the Leamonsley Brook. 
Similarly escaped plants presumably distributed by birds found their way into the woodland to the 
north of the Leamonsley Brook; it also occurred in the hedgerows occasionally. In an urban area 
these species are extremely common for they make great garden plants with lots of wildlife 
potential. Any attempt at eradication of any Cotoneaster within Beacon Park would prove to be on 
going as plants would be re-introduced from neighbouring properties. Whilst Cotoneaster sp. can 
and do spread into the wild causing damage to natural habitats, they are less of a problem in such 
a 'cultivated' and managed site as Beacon Park. 
 
A small section of hedgerow near the footbridge next to the storage yard had plants of Japanese 
Knotweed Fallopia japonica present, possibly occurring due to soil dumping in the yard in the past. 
Fortunately only a limited area of material and relatively contained, which if desired should be 
possible to remove easily, by repeated pulling of shoots to weaken the plant and treatment with a 
suitable herbicide. Where care should be taken is if any attempts to dig up the plants result in 
fragments of material floating away in the stream or being otherwise translocated. 
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Rhododendron Rhododendron xsuperponticum (synonym. R. ponticum) was beloved of the 
Victorians and is to be found planted in the tree line as a large shrub. In this situation it is 
contained, it cannot really spread and any seedlings would fall swiftly to the blades of the mower. 
It is suggested that this plant be retained and used for educational purposes to illustrate invasive 
species. 
 
The Japanese Rose Rosa rugosa is a common garden and amenity landscape plant. In the park it 
has naturalised a couple of flower beds. As long as the plants remain in cultivated areas no action 
need be taken and its flowers and fruits are of benefit to wildlife.  
 
Whilst not listed on Schedule 9, of note are the populations of Spanish Bluebell Hyacinthoides 
hispanica and Hybrid Bluebell H. x massartiana growing amongst and alongside the English 
Bluebell Hyacinthoides non-scripta in the woodlands. Whilst the latter is native the former are 
non-natives (from Europe and of garden origin) and in some conservation circles are considered to 
have a significant negative effect on the environment. One of the concerns raised is that English 
Bluebell will become 'diluted' by Spanish and Hybrid populations and in time we will lose 'good 
pure' English material. This is certainly a consideration and of concern in areas such as semi-
natural woodland with large patches of native Bluebells; but in Beacon Park where the English 
Bluebell may in itself have been planted it is debatable whether work needs to be undertaken to 
eradicate the non-native taxa. Also without removing any of the non-native forms from 
neighbouring properties (to prevent pollination by bees and other invertebrates) the chances of 
maintaining a pure population of English Bluebells at Beacon Park is futile. It is recommended that 
no attempt be made to remove the non-native material, and care be taken when mowing nearby 
(plants can be propagated by remains of leaves). Instead the variety of Bluebells can be used to 
educate the public, illustrating the problems associated with non-native plants and their 
intentional/accidental introduction into the wild. 
 
Despite widespread hysteria in the media Ragwort Senecio jacobaea is not a ‘notifiable weed’1. 
You do not need to declare it to the council etc., nor do you need to control it on your land. In fact 
Ragwort is a useful host to several species of Moths (Ragwort Facts 2011).  
 
At Beacon Park Ragwort never dominates any areas growing only in disturbed areas; at the 
moment it does not appear to be a problem. As Beacon Park does not harvest hay no problems of 
livestock eating it should occur. Attempts to remove this species should be carefully monitored 
and the plants correctly identified as there are several other similar looking ‘yellow daisies’ on the 
site that are of botanical and ecological value. 
 
One Schedule 9 animal was found during the survey work, an adult Signal Crayfish Pacifastacus 
leniusculus in the Leamonsley Brook within the Vegetable Garden area near the buildings. This 
record is particularly disappointing given the nearby population of the native White-clawed 
Crayfish Austropotamobius pallipes in Stowe Pool (which is designated a SSSI Site of Special 
Scientific Interest in part due to the presence of the native Crayfish). 
 

Schedule 9 

Signal Crayfish Pacifastacus leniusculus 

                                            
1
 In UK Law there is no such thing! 
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Figure 15: Compartment map for Beacon Park. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Source: Base map provided by Lichfield District Council (annotated by Arvensis Ecology) 



 
29 

Summary of vegetation at Beacon Park 

Beacon Park has a variety of habitats, from grassland, parkland trees, woodland and water courses 
to man-made habitats such as the golf course and other amenity grassland, gardens, ponds and 
paths. 
 
GRASSLAND: By far the most common habitat in Beacon Park is the grassland, ranging from the 
more manicured areas of greens on the Golf course and lawns in the Museum Garden to longer 
and in places ranker grasses elsewhere in the park. The sports pitches and playing fields yield little 
to excite the botanist (being mainly Perennial Rye-grass Lolium perenne and the occasional White 
Clover Trifolium repens). Some of the lawns especially around the Hub and the gardens had Lesser 
Trefoil Trifolium dubium, Slender Trefoil T. micranthum and Black Medick Medicago lupulina as 
well as a variety of Speedwells Veronica sp. 
 
A patch of grassland highlights the original marshland origins of this site with its very damp areas 
and standing water even during the summer. It can be found on the south western corner on the 
golf course. Present here are good populations of Floating Sweet-grass Glyceria fluitans and Marsh 
Foxtail Alopecurus geniculatus alongside Cuckoo flower Cardamine pratensis in spring. 
 
A patch of slightly longer grassland in the north western corner of the Golf course had Pignut 
Conopodium majus running through it. 
 
WOODLAND: A section of woodland can be found in the south west and west and is mostly 
relatively recent plantings (past 50-75 years), containing several nicely grown mature trees 
including a fine avenue of Silver Maple Acer saccharinum and sporadically Walnut Juglans regia. At 
the eastern end of the woods is a patch of trees planted next to the path containing a mixture of 
Alders (A. cordata, A. glutinosa and A. incana) and several other species. The ground flora in the 
woods is never particularly rich again hinting at its recent creation. The only site for Downy Birch 
Betula pubescens was alongside the footpath in the woodland where presumably it was planted 
along with Bhutan Pine Pinus wallichiana and Flowering Currant Ribes sanguineum. 
 
Woodland also exists on the north side of the Leamonsley Brook and much planting has taken 
place in this area. Perhaps the most unusual trees in the whole park are several mature Fraxinus 
excelsior 'Diversifolia' which bears peculiar foliage (simple not pinnate foliage compared to typical 
Ash Fraxinus excelsior). Nearby were further signs of introduced species including Sea-buckthorn 
Hippophae rhamnoides and Olive Willow Salix elaeagnos. 
 
The woods planted on the golf course contain a couple of unusual species including Yellow 
Buckeye Aesculus flava. 
 
PARKLAND TREES: One of the assets are the many parkland trees with mature specimen trees 
throughout the park. Several old lines of trees are present which show the old paths and lanes 
from the Beacon Place era. Mature Limes (Tilia xeuchlora, T. xeuropaea and T. platyphyllos) are 
found throughout the older areas in the park, a beautiful avenue of T. platyphyllos being located 
near the Hub. Other mature specimens included fine Norway Maple Acer platanoides, Horse 
Chestnut Aesculus hippocastanum, Atlas Cedar Cedrus atlantica, Beech Fagus sylvatica, Turkey 
Oak Quercus cerris, Holm Oak Q. ilex, Sessile Oak Q. petraea and Pedunculate Oak Q. robur. Near 
the Tennis courts could be found the attractive forms of Hornbeam Carpinus betulus. An unusual 
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oak could be found growing in the tree line that may turn out to be Chestnut-leaved Oak Quercus 
castaneifolia.  
 
WATERCOURSES and WATERBODIES: The most obvious water body within Beacon Park is the 
Leamonsley Brook which is lined with vegetation from the west to the east until it reaches the 
bridge by the storage area, where it becomes contained within a brick channel before exiting 
through a tunnel. In the west the vegetation is generally wild, with copious quantities of Fool's-
water-cress Apium nodiflorum, Lesser Water-parsnip Berula erecta and Water-cress Nasturtium 
officinale ss. Other species were also present but in lesser quantities including Greater Tussock-
sedge Carex paniculata, Yellow Flag Iris pseudacorus, Soft Rush Juncus effusus, Tufted Forget-me-
not Myosotis laxa, Water Forget-me-not M. scorpioides, Water Figwort Scrophularia auriculata, 
Branched Bur-reed Sparganium erectum and Brooklime Veronica beccabunga. 
 
Around the main pool and its entrance to the west was the most botanically interesting water 
area, the most showy plants being Purple Loosestrife Lythrum salicaria and Yellow Flag Iris 
pseudacorus; along with the fragrance produced by the bruised foliage of Mints (Water Mint 
Mentha aquatica, Whorled Mint Mentha x verticillata) released by children playing nearby. 
 
This area was also the only site for Reed Sweet-grass Glyceria maxima, Gypsywort Lycopus 
europaeus, and numerous Sedges Carex sp. (including Lesser Pond-sedge C. acutiformis, Pendulous 
Sedge C. pendula, Cyperus Sedge C. pseudocyperus, Great Pond-sedge C. riparia, Bottle Sedge C. 
rostrata and Bladder-sedge C. vesicaria). Also restricted to this area was a single colony of 
Common Spike-rush Eleocharis palustris, Common Reed Phragmites australis and Common Club-
rush Schoenoplectus lacustris.  
 
Very few submerged macrophytes could be found with only Curled Pondweed Potamogeton 
crispus being recorded in any quantity in the main pool.  
 
It is known that the main pool has been recently restored and re-planted and it is highly likely that 
many of these species have been introduced within the past few years; either deliberately as part 
of the planting plan or accidentally as 'weeds' around the base of other plants. 
 
The company behind the restoration Salix gave Arvensis Ecology a list of species introduced during 
the planting of Beacon Pool (David Hollins pers. comm. January 2014). They include the following 
species: 
 
Carex acutiformis 
Carex riparia 
Carex sp. 
Iris pseudacorus 

Juncus effusus 
Juncus inflexus 
Lythrum salicaria 
Mentha aquatica 

Phalaris arundinacea 
Schoenoplectus lacustris 
Typha latifolia 

 
The following species are not considered to have been deliberately planted, although they may 
have come in with other plant material. 
 
Eleocharis palustris Mentha verticillata Potamogeton crispus 
 
A small pool in the Museum Garden produced several species not found elsewhere including 
Flowering Rush Butomus umbellatus, Rigid Hornwort Ceratophyllum demersum, Ivy-leaved 
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Duckweed Lemna trisulca and White Water-lily Nymphaea alba. It is highly likely that most if not 
all have been deliberately introduced via horticulture to this area. 
 
MANMADE HABITATS: In many ways the whole of Beacon Park can be considered a man-made 
habitat, but for this discussion it only concerns those areas regularly managed by man namely the 
garden flower beds, vegetable beds and the storage area with its disturbance. 
 
Both the gardens and vegetable gardens provide excellent conditions for a number of weeds 
including species usually associated with arable areas: Fool's Parsley Aethusa cynapium, Scarlet 
Pimpernel Anagallis arvensis, Fat-hen Chenopodium album, Canadian Fleabane Conyza canadensis, 
Sun Spurge Euphorbia helioscopia, Petty Spurge E. peplus, Common Ramping-fumitory Fumaria 
muralis, Common Fumitory F. officinalis (both ssp.), Henbit Dead-nettle Lamium amplexicaule, Red 
Dead-nettle L. purpureum, Purple Toadflax Linaria purpurea, Wood Forget-me-not Myosotis 
sylvatica, Long-headed Poppy Papaver dubium Common Poppy P. rhoeas, Fox and cubs Pilosella 
aurantiaca, Black Nightshade Solanum nigrum, Annual Nettle Urtica urens, Ivy-leaved Speedwell 
Veronica hederifolia, Common Field-speedwell V. persica and Field Pansy Viola arvensis. 
 
One amusing find was a whole batch of Tomato Solanum lycopersicon throughout one flower bed 
in the Museum Garden, presumably the result of re-using compost as a mulch (too widespread to 
be one fruit). 
 
A couple of common weedy species to test the determination of the Gardeners included Ground-
elder Aegopodium podagraria, Common Couch Elytrigia repens and Field Horsetail Equisetum 
arvense. 
 
The regularly cleared and presumably herbicide treated gullies round the edges of the Tennis 
courts provided a home to short lived annuals mainly Thale Cress Arabidopsis thaliana and 
occasionally Common Chickweed Stellaria media. Similar less regularly maintained areas such as 
cobbled paths and lawn verges often had a variety of herbs including Equal-leaved Knotgrass 
Polygonum arenastrum, Knotgrass P. aviculare, Annual Pearlwort Sagina apetala, Procumbent 
Pearlwort S. procumbens and Rat's-tail Fescue Vulpia myuros. An odd find was False Fox-sedge 
Carex otrubae as a mature plant in flower in one of the flower beds near the Hub.  
 
The only species to be found growing in the sand bunkers of the golf course was Green Field-
Speedwell Veronica agrestis. Similarly found in the children's sandpit alongside was Wall Barley 
Hordeum murinum. The storage yard had many 'weedy' species including a number of 
Willowherbs Epilobium species, Mugwort Artemisia vulgaris and Colt's-foot Tussilago farfara. 
 
Several horticultural species had established themselves in flower beds (and elsewhere) as self-
seeding populations and these were recorded including Columbine Aquilegia vulgaris, Adria 
Bellflower Campanula portenschlagiana, Spring Beauty Claytonia perfoliata, Caper Spurge 
Euphorbia lathyris, Druce's Crane's-bill Geranium xoxonianum, Honesty Lunaria annua, Welsh 
Poppy Meconopsis cambrica, Large-flowered Evening-primrose Oenothera glazioviana, Pink Sorrel 
Oxalis articulata, Procumbent Yellow-sorrel O. corniculata, Opium Poppy Papaver somniferum, 
Green Alkanet Pentaglottis sempervirens, Mind-your-own-business Soleirolia soleirollii, Great 
Mullein Verbascum thapsus, Sweet Violet Viola odorata. Other more limited relics from cultivation 
included Greater Celandine Chelidonium majus, Balm Melissa officinalis, Feverfew Tanacetum 
parthenium,  Tansy T. vulgare and Garden Pansy Viola x wittrockiana. 
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Near the Pavilion a patch of disturbed ground near an outflow yielded the only record for Lucerne 
Medicago sativa ssp. sativa for the site. 
 
Hedgerows commonly contained many non-native or introduced species including Garden Privet 
Ligustrum ovalifolium, Confused Bridewort Spiraea x pseudosalicifolia, Snowberry Symphoricarpos 
albus and Lilac Syringa vulgaris; as well as the more usual Field Maple Acer campestre and 
Blackthorn Prunus spinosa. 
 
Without commenting on areas managed for recreation (playing fields, golf course etc.) or under 
cultivation (gardens), the park looked to be being maintained in a favourable condition. The main 
areas for concentrating further resources in the future are the woodland and the Leamonsley 
Brook (including main pool).  
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Appendix 1: Annotated species list 
 

This is a list of species recorded at Beacon Park, with brief descriptions of their abundance and 
distribution on the site. Taxonomy follows Stace (2010). Nomenclature for cultivars follows RHS 
(2009). All plants native unless indicated otherwise (Hill, Preston and Roy, 2004). † indicates a 
species that has been lost or was not recorded in Beacon Park during current survey. ! indicates a 
species or subspecies that is a Staffordshire Axiophyte BSBI (2012).  
 

Equisetaceae 
 Equisetum arvense. Field Horsetail. 
Occasional, base of hedge in vegetable 
garden, near Tennis courts and in hedgerows 
in fields to south of playing fields. 
 

Dryopteridaceae 
Dryopteris dilatata Broad Buckler-

fern. Only found in eastern parts of wood 
(SK1009). 

 
Dryopteris filix-mas ss. Male-fern. 

Common in woodland especially near the 
brook. Also present in the Museum Garden.  
 

Polypodiaceae 

 Polypodium vulgare sl. Common 
Polypody.  Immature specimens (possibly P. 
interjectum) found growing in the Museum 
Garden, apparently planted SK11390960. 
Definitely planted elsewhere in the 
Ornamental Garden. 

 
Pinaceae 

Cedrus atlantica Atlas Cedar. A single 
mature tree growing in tree line. Introduced. 

 
Larix xmarschlinsii Hybrid Larch. A 

single large tree growing in Ornamental 
Garden near the Hub. Identified from fallen 
twig with cones present. Introduced. 
 
 Pinus sylvestris Scots Pine. Planted on 
the golf course, also found as mature trees 
near Leamonsley Brook (SK11009). 
Introduced. 

 
 

Pinus wallichiana Bhutan Pine. Two 
semi-mature trees planted between footpath 
and A51 in eastern parts of wood (SK1009). 
Both forming cones. Introduced. 

 
Taxus baccata Yew. Occasional near 

Leamonsley Brook (SK1109), seedlings / 
saplings can be found growing out of cracks 
in culvert near the Hub. 
 

Nymphaeaceae 
Nymphaea alba White Water-lily. A 

single plant, planted in small pond in 
Museum Garden (SK11370955). Introduced. 

 

Ceratophyllaceae 
 ! Ceratophyllum demersum Rigid 
Hornwort. Only present in the small pond in 
the Museum Garden. Presumably introduced 
when pond was created; native but 
commonly planted. 

 
Papaveraceae (incl. Fumariaceae). 

 Chelidonium majus Greater 
Celandine. Growing by side of Leamonsley 
Brook, naturalised in Museum Garden and in 
hedgerow of field to south of playing field. 
 
 Fumaria muralis Common Ramping-
fumitory. Found as young plants in Woods 
(SK1009) mainly in southern end. Also 
recorded in full flower in Museum Garden. 
 
 Fumaria officinalis Common Fumitory. 
Common as a weed of flower beds, 
particularly round the Hub, Tennis courts, 
Ornamental Garden and Museum Garden. 
Not all specimens identified to subspecies. 
But ssp. wirtgenii was recorded from the 
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Playing area (SK11220970) and Vegetable 
garden (SK11280964) also present was ssp.  
officinalis recorded from a garden to the 
southwest of the Hub. 
 
 Meconopsis cambrica Welsh Poppy. 
Naturalised in Ornamental and Museum 
Gardens and as an escape from neighbouring 
garden in the Playing area (SK1109). 
 
 Papaver dubium Long-headed Poppy. 
Common in disturbed ground particularly 
near the Playing area and Playing field 
(SK1109); Vegetable garden and field to 
south of playing fields (SK11130928) where it 
grew alongside P. rhoeas. 
 
 Papaver rhoeas Common Poppy. 
Commonest along the hedgerows to the 
south of the playing field, and occasional in 
the Ornamental garden flower beds. 
 
 Papaver somniferum Opium Poppy. 
As an ornamental that has naturalised in the 
Ornamental garden, and Vegetable garden. 
Escaped into Storage area. 

 
Berberidaceae 
 Berberis sp. A Berberis. An 
unidentified horticultural species/variety of 
Berberis was commonly planted in many 
recent hedgerows such as near the Playing 
area and also seeded into brickwork by the 
side of Leamonsley Brook.  

 
Mahonia aquifolium Oregon-grape. A 

stand of shrubs that are well naturalised, 
presumably from planted stock originally. 

 

Ranunculaceae 
Aquilegia vulgaris Columbine. Along 

the eastern boundary of the Playing Field 
(SK1109), presumably established after 
escaping from a neighbouring garden. 

 
Ficaria (Ranunculus) verna Lesser 

Celandine. The subspecies fertilis (Syn. ssp. 

ficaria) was only recorded occasionally in the 
woods; whilst much more common was the 
tuber bearing subspecies verna (Syn. ssp. 
bulbifer) which was dominating parts of the 
ground flora in the woods as well as present 
in the Ornamental Garden near the Hub 
round the base of Lime trees and elsewhere. 

 
Ranunculus acris Meadow Buttercup. 

Only reliably recorded in the Museum 
Garden but presumably under recorded 
elsewhere. 

 
Ranunculus bulbosus Bulbous 

Buttercup. Rare, but probably also under 
recorded. Recorded occasionally on the golf 
course (SK1009), in wooded area and a single 
plant near the car park in the north east of 
SK1009. 

 
Ranunculus repens Creeping 

Buttercup. Widespread throughout. 
 

Ranunculus sceleratus Celery-leaved 
Buttercup. Found in two places, firstly near 
the edge of the playing field and the brook, 
where recent tree planting (including Salix 
sp.) has created a hollow in the damp 
grassland with suitable bare earth 
(SK10980965). A few plants growing in the 
walls in the splash zone alongside the 
canalised brook near the Hub (SK11330959). 

 

Grossulariaceae 
 Ribes rubrum Red Currant. Two plants 
found in the woodland in spring were 
revisited in August and confirmed as being 
this species; fruit present (SK10780159). Also 
present in the hedgerow near the Tennis 
courts 
 
 Ribes sanguineum Flowering Currant. 
Two large shrubs of a pale pink flowered 
cultivar can be found on the boundaries of 
the wood and the A51 beside the footpath 
and hedgerow (SK1009). 
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Fabaceae 

 Lotus corniculatus Common Bird’s-

foot-trefoil. Surprisingly only seen the once 

growing in a hedgerow near the Playing fields 

(SK1109). Perhaps overlooked. 

 
Medicago lupulina Black Medick. 

Found as a lawn weed in Ornamental Garden 
near the Hub and vegetable Garden. Also 
present in playing field grass. 

 
Medicago sativa ssp. sativa Lucerne. 

A single plant growing near café in long grass 
(SK11010967) near storm water drain into 
Leamonsley Brook. Ground around plant and 
nearby was disturbed. 

 
Trifolium dubium Lesser Trefoil. 

Common in lawns especially near The Hub 
and also found in sand pit of playing area. 
Often in association with Trifolium 
micranthum and/or Medicago lupulina. 

 
Trifolium micranthum Slender Trefoil. 

Observed in two areas but probably under-
recorded. Found near the Hub (SK11320959 
and SK11280961) with Medicago lupulina. 
Also in lawns of Museum Garden 
(SK11410953). 

 
Trifolium pratense Red Clover. A small 

patch in flower on the Playing Field (SK1009), 
probably under-recorded. 

 
Trifolium repens White Clover. 

Extremely widespread and present in 
quantity in most compartments, especially 
on the playing fields. 

 
Vicia hirsuta Hairy Tare. A rare weed 

in the Museum Garden (SK11340955). 

 
Rosaceae 
 * Cotoneaster sp. A Cotoneaster. An 
unidentified cotoneaster was found in 

several locations. A seedling was growing in 
the brickwork by the side of the Leamonsley 
Brook  near the Hub, also growing in 
woodland to the north of the Leamonsley 
Brook (SK10930967). A planted hedge 
bordering houses mainly comprised this 
species (SK11150928), as well as forming 
parts of the hedgerow between the playing 
fields and woods in the east. Introduced 
(Schedule 9). 
 

Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn. 
Widespread and common throughout the 
park as hedgerow plants, trees and seedlings. 

 
! Fragaria vesca Wild Strawberry. 

Rare, a couple of small plants growing in 
amongst cultivated plants in the Museum 
Garden. 

 
 Geum urbanum Wood Avens. Almost 
ubiquitous, found throughout Beacon Park. 

 

Potentilla reptans Creeping 
Cinquefoil. Only recorded from the Vegetable 
and Museum Garden as a weed. 

 
Prunus avium Wild Cherry. Both 

planted and naturalised on golf course, 
common in woodlands and by sides of 
Leamonsley Brook in the west; as well as in 
hedgerows to the south and west.  

 
Prunus domestica Wild Plum. Forming 

part of a hedge near the Tennis Courts and 
growing as a tree in the Woods (SK1009). Not 
determined to subspecies. 
 

Prunus laurocerasus Cherry Laurel. 
Naturalised in woods (SK1009), and by 
Leamonsley Brook (SK1109), also planted 
near Playing Area (SK1109). 

 
! Prunus padus Bird Cherry. Present in 

woods (SK1009), also planted in Playing area 
(SK1109). 
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Prunus spinosa Blackthorn. Occasional 
thickets in woods (SK1009) and playing field 
area, also present in many of the hedges 
throughout. 

 
Prunus sp. A Plum. Seedlings of an 

unidentified species, cultivar where present 
in the flower beds of the Museum Garden. 
Also an unidentified ornamental cultivar was 
present in the woods (SK1009)  

 
Pyracantha sp. A Firethorn. A hedge 

of Firethorn (not in flower or fruit) was 
present in the field to the south of playing 
field (SK11150928). 

 
Rosa canina agg. Dog Rose. 

Occasional in Playing fields, Playing area and 
widespread in the hedgerow to the west of 
the Golf course. 

 
 Rosa rugosa Japanese Rose.
 Naturalised in flower beds, 
presumably originally planted but now 
spreading. Introduced. (Schedule 9) 

 
 Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble. 
Present in every compartment.  
 
 Rubus idaeus Raspberry. Clumps in 
woods (SK1009), also present in western 
hedgerow and in hedgerow to south of 
playing field (SK11150928). 
 
 Sorbus aucuparia Rowan. 
An occasional tree planted in Golf course, 
also near the Tennis courts. Seedlings are 
appearing in brick work associated with 
Leamonsley Brook 'canal' (SK1109). 
 
 Spiraea xpseudosalicifolia Confused 
Bridewort. Growing in hedgerow to south of 
playing field (SK11150928), flowering. 
 

Elaeagnaceae 
 Hippophae rhamnoides Sea-
buckthorn. Two patches planted to the north 

of the Leamonsley Brook (SK10840965 and 
SK10950967). Introduced. 

 
Ulmaceae 

Ulmus glabra Wych Elm. Rare, only 
recorded in hedge surrounding storage area. 

 

Urticaceae 
 Soleirolia soleirollii Mind-your-own-
business. Growing by stream side in 
Vegetable garden. 
 
 Urtica dioica Common Nettle. In every 
compartment, particularly dense patches can 
be found in the northern end of the 
woodland. 
 
  Urtica urens Annual Nettle. 
Occasional in flower beds of the Museum 
Garden, Ornamental Garden, Vegetable 
Garden, Tennis court area, in edges of sand 
pits in Playing area and under trees in tree 
line. 

 
Fagaceae 

 Castanea sativa Sweet Chestnut. 
Occasional in golf course plantings and as a 
large tree in tree line. 
  

Fagus sylvatica Beech. Planted in golf 
course and elsewhere. Some fine mature 
specimens in tree line and occasional in 
woods along with Fagus sylvatica ‘Purpurea’.  

 
Quercus sp. aff. castaneifolia 

Chestnut-leaved Oak. A single tree growing in 
tree line (SK11210954). Identification not 
confirmed.  

 
Quercus cerris Turkey Oak. Rare in 

tree line (SK11140948 and SK11170952). 
 
Quercus ilex Holm Oak. Group of 

small trees planted near playing area. 
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Quercus petraea Sessile Oak. In 
woods, also present as mature specimens in 
tree line (SK11220953 and SK11140951) with 
various galls present on the latter including 
Andricus kollari Marble Gall; Neuroterus 
quercusbaccarum Spangle Gall and Andricus 
quercuscalicis Knopper Gall. 

 
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak. 

Occasional throughout, some nice mature 
specimens near the playing area. The hybrid  
Quercus xrosacea may also be present in the 
woods. 

 
Quercus sp. An Oak. An Oak whose 

identity fitted none of the above species was 
found in the tree line SK11210956. Almost 
certainly non-native in origin. 

 

Juglandaceae 
 Juglans regia Walnut. Planted in 
Playing area and as a mature tree in woods  
(SK107096). 

 
Betulaceae 
 Alnus cordata Italian Alder. 
Small copse of trees planted near the 
Leamonsley Brook (SK10950967) and in 
eastern end of woods near footpath. 
 
 Alnus glutinosa Alder. Frequent in all 
areas, occasionally planted but usually 
naturalised particularly along the Leamonsley 
Brook. 
 

Alnus incana Grey Alder. A small 
copse of trees near the café by the brook, 
also with A. cordata in eastern end of woods 
near footpath. 

 
Betula pendula Silver Birch. Planted 

and naturalised throughout, seedlings also 
present in Ornamental Garden. 
 
 Betula pubescens Downy Birch. At 
least two trees planted in woods, one by side 
of main footpath. 

 Betula sp. A Birch. Several trees 
throughout park which are of horticultural 
origin including a very white stemmed 
species planted in the centre of a flowerbed 
(SK11310956) which is hosting a surprising 
number of epiphytic plants including 
Sambucus nigra and grasses. 
 

Carpinus betulus Hornbeam. Found in 
two locations as individual mature trees, on 
the golf course and near the Tennis courts. 

 
Corylus avellana Hazel. Common in 

woods particularly at eastern and western 
extremes.  Also found in Playing area and 
Ornamental Garden near The Hub, as 
seedlings and shrubs. 

 
Populus nigra 'Italica' Lombardy 

Poplar. A couple of mature trees in north-
western corner near the golf course. 

 
Populus sp. A Poplar. Several 

examples of Poplars have been planted 
throughout the site. Near the hexagonal 
stone rubble (SK10880945) is a perplexing 
specimen possibly only a young P. nigra 
'Italica' but may also be a hybrid with Populus 
balsamifera Balsam Poplar present in its 
parentage somewhere. 

 
Populus xjackii 'Aurora'. A hybrid 

Poplar. A single young specimen tree growing 
in tree line (SK11130946). 

 
Salix alba White Willow. A single tree 

by Leamonsley Brook (SK1009). 
  
 Salix cinerea Grey Willow. Tree near 
Tennis courts. 
 
 Salix elaeagnos Olive Willow. A stand 
planted to the east of the café, along the 
northern banks of the Leamonsley Brook 
(SK10840965). 
 



 

40 
 

 Salix fragilis Crack-willow. A couple of 
mature trees in the north-eastern end of the 
wood (SK1009). 
 
 Salix sp. A collection of planted 
Willows near the café and Rangers Hut, 
probably horticultural in origin and possibly 
including Salix alba var. vitellina. 
 
 Salix viminalis Osier. Common. 
Planted along the Leamonsley Brook and 
elsewhere.  
 
 Salix xsepulcralis Weeping Willow. 
Planted tree by side of Leamonsley Brook 
(SK1009). 
  

Violaceae 

 Viola arvensis Field Pansy. Occasional 
as weeds in flowerbeds of Museum Garden 
and near the Tennis courts. 
 
 Viola odorata Sweet Violet. A single 
small colony near a garden wall 
(SK11120908), with several garden escapes 
including Oxalis articulata. Presumably 
naturalised. 
 

Viola riviniana Common Dog-violet. 
Occasional in Woods (SK1009), near the 
Leamonsley Brook (SK1009), Museum 
Garden, Vegetable Garden (hedgerow) and 
Tennis courts. 

 
Viola tricolor Wild Pansy. In hedge 

near house to east of Playing Fields (SK1109). 
 
Viola xwittrockiana Garden Pansy. 

Widespread seedlings present in flowerbeds 
of Museum Garden. Relics from cultivation. 

 

Cucurbitaceae 

Bryonia dioica White Bryony. 
Extremely widespread, particularly in 
hedgerows and disturbed ground 

 

Celastraceae 
 ! Euonymus europaeus Spindle. 
Planted and naturalised by the side of the 
Leamonsley Brook (SK10930967).  

 
Oxalidaceae 
 Oxalis articulata Pink Sorrel. 
Naturalised in Playing area from 
neighbouring garden at SK11120908, 
occasional along wall. 
  
 Oxalis corniculata Procumbent 
Yellow-sorrel. As a garden weed in the 
Museum Garden. 

 
Euphorbiaceae 
 Euphorbia helioscopia Sun Spurge. 
In disturbed ground including scuff marks in 
Playing field (SK11190937 with Geranium 
molle), Playing area, Ornamental Garden and 
field to south of Playing field (SK11130928). 
  
 Euphorbia lathyris Caper Spurge. 
Common weed in Ornamental garden with 
Oenothera glazioviana and Verbascum 
thapsus. 
 
 Euphorbia peplus Petty Spurge. The 
commonest Euphorbia present, growing 
predominantly on man-made area including 
all of the gardens, Tennis court area, Storage 
area, Playing area and Playing fields. 
 
 

Hypericaceae (Clusiaceae) 

 Hypericum calycinum Rose-of-Sharon. 
As both an introduced shrub and as seedlings 
in the Ornamental Garden near the Hub. 
 

 
Geraniacaceae 

Geranium dissectum Cut-leaved 
Crane's-bill. Occasional in grassland near the 
Tennis courts. 
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 Geranium lucidum Shining Crane's-
bill. Found in the Museum Garden and to the 
east of the Playing field (SK11190937) where 
it grew along the hedgerow. 

 
Geranium molle Dove’s-foot Crane’s-

bill. Occasional throughout, including near 
the Leamonsley Brook (SK1109), on parts of 
the Golf course (including western 
hedgerow) and along the eastern boundary 
(SK11190937) with G. lucidum. 

 
Geranium robertianum Herb- 

Robert. Widespread in suitable habitats, 
throughout woods, in hedgerow bases and 
occasionally in gardens. 
 
 Geranium xoxonianum Druce's 
Crane's-bill. A single clump adjacent to a 
private garden gate that enters the park, 
more plants visible in garden (SK11050986). 
Introduced. 
 

Lythraceae 
! Lythrum salicaria Purple Loosestrife. 

Common along the middle sections of the 
Leamonsley Brook round the main pool. 
Probably introduced with the associated 
planting following the landscaping of this 
area. 

 

Onagraceae 
 Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay 

Willowherb. Small patches in woodland and 
by hedgerows throughout, also present in 
Storage area and Museum Garden as weed. 

 
Epilobium hirsutum Great 

Willowherb. Similar habitats to Chamerion 
angustifolium, but also more common along 
the banks of the Leamonsley Brook. 

 
 Epilobium montanum Broad-leaved 
Willowherb. Occasional in wood (SK1009), in 
the sandpit of the Playing area and scattered 
through storage area.  
 

Epilobium parviflorum Hoary 
Willowherb. Common in wood (SK1009), 
along sides of Leamonsley Brook, and as 
garden weed in Storage area, Museum 
Garden and near Tennis courts. 

 
Epilobium tetragonum Square-stalked 

Willowherb. Seemingly the commonest 
Willowherb on the site, present in all areas 
except the Golf Course and probably just 
missed for there. 

 
Oenothera glazioviana Large-flowered 

Evening-primrose. Common in Ornamental 
and Museum Garden where it had widely 
naturalised alongside Euphorbia lathyris and 
Verbascum thapsus. 

 
Sapindaceae (incl. Aceraceae and 

Hippocastanaceae). 
Acer campestre Field Maple. 

Occasional throughout, as a small tree in 
woods, both planted and naturalised. Also 
planted in hedgerows. 

 
Acer platanoides Norway Maple. 

Planted throughout, including a purple form, 
forming mature stands in woods. Seedlings 
present in Ornamental Garden and Playing 
field (SK1109).  

 
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore. 

Planted and naturalised throughout (every 
square), often forming large trees. The 
purple leaved variety A. pseudoplatanus 
‘Atropurpureum’ is occasional. Common in 
hedgerows. Seedlings present wherever 
parent exists, including in brickwork of 
culverted stream near The Hub. 

 
Acer saccharinum Silver Maple. An 

avenue of majestic trees planted either side 
of the main path in the woodland. 
 

Aesculus flava Yellow Buckeye. 
Planted on golf course (SK108098). 
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 Aesculus hippocastanum Horse 
Chestnut. Planted throughout, often as 
statuesque mature trees; occasionally found 
in hedgerows or as seedlings; small saplings 
in ornamental flower beds. Often heavily 
infested with Horse Chestnut (Cameraria 
ohridella), a leaf mining moth, particularly a 
tree at SK107095 along with signs of a 
Bleeding Canker. 

 
Aesculus indica Indian Horse 

Chestnut. Planted on golf course (SK1009). 
 
Malvaceae 
 Malva sylvestris Common Mallow. 
Only found in the south-east of the site, by 
the car park in scuffed ground (SK11140934); 
similarly disturbed ground near the Playing 
area and in grassland to south of main 
Playing fields (SK1109). 
 
  Tilia platyphyllos Large-leaved Lime. 
Planted in Museum Garden and Ornamental 
Garden. A line of nine mature trees grow 
near between The Hub and Leamonsley 
Brook (SK11300961). When keyed out in 
Vegetative Flora (Poland 2010) identified as 
T. platyphyllos ssp. platyphyllos. 
 
 Tilia xeuchlora Caucasian Lime. 
Mature planted trees, several growing in tree 
line and also in hedge at far end of tree line 
by A51 (field to south of playing field). The 
tree at SK11120944 had galls similar to Lime 
Nail Gall Eriophyes tiliae. 
 
 Tilia xeuropaea Lime. Very 
widespread, planted throughout the park as 
mature trees and young saplings. Seedlings 
found in flower beds in Ornamental Garden 
and Bowling Green. Planted amongst hedge 
around storage area. 
 

Brassicaceae 

 Alliaria petiolata Garlic Mustard.  
Recorded throughout. 

 
 Arabidopsis thaliana Thale Cress. 
Common around the Tennis Court area 
(growing under the chain link fence of the 
courts and elsewhere) and in the flower beds 
of the Ornamental Garden near the Hub. 
Being a short lived ephemeral it made use of 
any pockets of disturbed ground. 
 
 Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherd’s-
purse. Extremely common throughout, 
exploiting any disturbed ground. 
 

Cardamine flexuosa Wavy Bitter-
cress. Growing in damp ground by sides of 
Leamonsley Brook (SK1009, SK1109). 

 
 Cardamine hirsuta Hairy Bitter-cress. 
Less discerning in habitats than C. flexuosa, 
by side of Leamonsley Brook and also 
Vegetable Garden, Storage area and Museum 
Garden. An unusual variegated form was 
recorded from the garden bed on the 
opposite side of the hedge from the 
Vegetable Garden (SK11220963). 
  
 Cardamine pratensis Cuckooflower. 
The best display of this species was in the 
wet hollow of the Golf course (SK1009) near 
and adjacent to Leamonsley Brook. Also 
occasional in Ornamental garden, Museum 
Garden and Tennis courts. 

 
Cochlearia danica Danish Scurvygrass. 

A few plants in the base of hedgerow next to 
A51 in woods (SK1009) near crossing; 
widespread on roadsides of A51 outside of 
site. 

 
Lepidium (Coronopus) didymus Lesser 

Swine-cress. Occasional. In rough areas 
round edges of Tennis courts. 

 
 Lunaria annua Honesty. Naturalised in 
hedgerow between Golf course and adjacent 
allotments. Also in Vegetable garden as self 
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sown ornamental and in far south eastern 
hedgerow with other annuals at SK11150928.  

 
Nasturtium officinale ss. Water-cress. 

Recorded from all along the Leamonsley 
Brook but most common in the western end 
were it forms large stands occasionally with 
Apium nodiflorum and Berula erecta 
(SK10810962). Fruits from plants in several 
areas where checked and found to have a 
double row of seeds confirming the identity. 
  

Raphanus raphanistrum ssp. 
raphanistrum Wild Radish. A few plants, 
growing in disturbed patch of ground near 
housing and fence line (SK11130928) with 
Papaver dubium and P. rhoeas. 

 
Sisymbrium officinale Hedge Mustard. 

Occasional, in disturbed parts of Golf course 
woods (SK1009), woods (SK1009), Vegetable 
garden, Storage area, Playing area, 
Ornamental Garden and Tennis courts. 

 

Santalaceae 
 †Viscum album Mistletoe. Recorded 
by D. Wall in Beacon Park on a hybrid Black 
Poplar (SK10920963) between pool and A51 
in 2003. Poplar felled in 2009. 
 

Polygonaceae 
 Fallopia convolvulus Black Bindweed. 
Growing up corner of Bowling green fence 
(eastern corner) and also near Tennis courts 
and in hedge of Playing field (SK1109). 
 
 Fallopia japonica Japanese Knotweed. 
A small area growing in hedge by bridge near 
Storage area. Introduced (Schedule 9). 
  

Persicaria maculosa Redshank. 
Common in the disturbed ground of the 
Ornamental, Museum and Vegetable 
Gardens. Also present on the Playing field 
(SK1109) and found near Leamonsley Brook 
near a felled tree where it colonised the area 
along with Lactuca serriola (SK10970966).  

Polygonum arenastrum ss. Equal-
leaved Knotgrass. Rare to occasional, in 
scuffed areas of Playing field (SK1109), rough 
base of trees in Tree line and in cobbles and 
paths near Tennis courts. 

 
Polygonum aviculare ss. Knotgrass. 

Apparently more common than P. 
arenastrum. In disturbed ground along sides 
of Leamonsley brook (SK1109), path and 
lawn edges in Playing area, Storage area, 
Museum Garden, Ornamental Garden and 
Vegetable Garden. 

 
 Rumex acetosa Common Sorrel. Only 
occasionally found, in hedgerow to west of 
Golf course. 

 
Rumex crispus Curled Dock. Found in 

only two sites, Playing area and Museum 
Garden. 

 
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved 

Dock. Widespread throughout, both in 
natural and man-made areas.   
 

Rumex sanguineus Wood Dock. 
Only recorded from the woods (SK1109). 

 
Carophyllaceae 
 Cerastium fontanum Common 
Mouse-ear. Frequent throughout. 
 

 Sagina apetala Annual 
Pearlwort. Occasional, especially near the 
Rangers' offices and Tennis Courts 
particularly growing amongst cobbles near 
house in park to south of Tennis Courts 
(SK112095) with Sagina procumbens.  
 

Sagina procumbens ss. Procumbent 
Pearlwort. Widespread and more common 
than Sagina apetala, in Ornamental Garden, 
Museum Garden, Storage area and Tennis 
Courts. 
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Silene dioica Red Campion. Found in 
woods, golf roughs, Tennis courts surrounds, 
vegetable garden and near playing fields. 
Both red and white forms seen, but no 
hybrids with S. latifolia. 
  
 Silene latifolia White Campion. 
Growing on banks of Leamonsley Brook. Only 
female plants recorded. 
 
 Stellaria media Common Chickweed. 
Widespread throughout site, occasionally 
common in flowerbeds or newly disturbed 
areas; including sand pit of playing area. 
 

Amaranthaceae (incl. Chenopodiaceae) 
 Chenopodium album Fat-hen. 
Common throughout the park on disturbed 
soils (particularly the gardens). Even 
exploiting the disturbance of the children's 
sand pit in the Playing area. 
 

Montiaceae 
 Claytonia perfoliata Springbeauty. A 
casual weed in gardens of Tennis court area 
and Museum Garden. 
 

Cornaceae 
 Cornus sanguinea Dogwood. Widely 
planted throughout the site, in Golf course, 
hedgerows and by side of Leamonsley Brook. 
Not all specimens were identified and several 
did not appear to be true C. sanguinea 
particularly that at SK10900965 by the 
Leamonsley Brook which was with planted 
with non-native or cultivars of native species; 
probably of hortal origin. 
 

Primulaceae 
 Anagallis arvensis ssp. arvensis Scarlet 
Pimpernel. Occasional weed in flower beds of 
Ornamental and Museum Gardens. 
 
 Lysimachia nummularia Creeping 
Jenny. Well established in the Museum and 

Ornamental Gardens particularly near the 
small ornamental pond. 
 

Ericaceae 
 Rhododendron xsuperponticum 
Rhododendron. A large bush planted 
amongst tree line. Introduced (Schedule 9). 
 

Rubiaceae  
Galium aparine Cleavers. Common 

throughout site, Woods (SK1009 and 
SK1109), Golf course, Gardens and by side of 
Leamonsley brook. 

 

Apocynaceae 
 Vinca major Greater Periwinkle. 
Growing as an escapee in the hedgerow in 
the field to the south of the Playing field 
(SK11150928 
 

Boraginaceae 
Borago officinalis Borage. Single 

seedling in flower bed (SK11400961) in 
Museum Garden. 

 
Myosotis laxa Tufted Forget-me-not. 

Along margins of Leamonsley Brook and also 
in small recently created 'Newt' pool near 
bridge. 

 
Myosotis scorpioides Water Forget-

me-not. Only found occasionally around the 
main pool, in association with Myosotis laxa 
in a couple of places. 
 

Myosotis sylvatica Wood Forget-me-
not. The commonest Forget-me-not species 
found throughout the park, woods, side of 
brook, golf course and cultivated areas. 

 
 Pentaglottis sempervirens Green 
Alkanet. Commonly naturalised in Woods 
(SK1009), Ornamental and Museum Gardens, 
Playing area, Playing field and field to south 
of playing field. 
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Convolvulaceae 

Calystegia sepium Hedge Bindweed. 
All records for non-flowering plants recorded 
as this species. The only 'natural' site for this 
species was in the hedgerow bordering the 
A51 east of the woods. Found throughout the 
cultivated areas as a pernicious weed 
including in or near the vegetable garden, 
storage area and Tennis courts. 

 
Calystegia silvatica Large Bindweed. 

Recorded with Calystegia sepium in storage 
area; also present in rough area near 'Scout 
Hut' and hedge near car park at SK112096 
and nearby. 

 
 Convolvulus arvensis Field Bindweed. 
A small colony found in Museum Garden in 
established area of flower bed. 

 
Solanaceae 

Solanum dulcamara Bittersweet. 
Uncommon, only in wet ground between 
Leamonsley Brook and Golf course (SK1009). 
 
 Solanum lycopersicon Tomato. 
Seedlings extremely common in the western 
shrub borders of the Museum Garden; 
presumably from the result of putting spent 
compost down as a mulch and germinating 
seeds. 
 
 Solanum nigrum ssp. nigrum Black 
Nightshade. Extremely common in two 
garden beds near the Hub (SK11230960).  
Small plants also found near Tennis courts 
(recorded at species level). 
 
Oleaceae 

Fraxinus excelsior Ash. Present as 
mature tree in woods, and park. Also as 
seedlings, small saplings in the majority of 
the compartments as a weed. The form 
'Diversifolia' has been planted along the 
northern side of the Leamonsley Brook 
(SK10850964). 

 Ligustrum ovalifolium Garden Privet. 
Present in hedge to south of Playing field. 

 
Syringa vulgaris Lilac. 

Rare in hedgerows (including SK11150928). 

 
Veronicaceae 

Digitalis purpurea Foxglove. 
Occasional to rare. Rare in woods, but 
commoner in cultivated areas such as 
Ornamental Garden near the Hub and, 
Museum Garden. Also present in hedgerows 
in field to south of playing fields. 

 
 Linaria purpurea Purple Toadflax. 
As a naturalised ornamental in Museum 
Garden, growing in Storage area and found in 
disturbed ground near the field to the south 
of the Playing field (SK11150928). 

 
 Veronica agrestis Green Field-

Speedwell. Exclusively found growing in the 
sand bunkers of the Golf Course. 

 
Veronica arvensis Wall Speedwell. 

Common in disturbed areas, especially the 
storage area and the Gardens near the 
Tennis courts and the Hub. Also present in 
grassland (which had been recently 
disturbed) near the café and recent tree 
plantings to north of playing field (near 
bridge). Patches also found near the 
Leamonsley Brook where clearance work had 
been undertaken earlier in the year. 
  

Veronica beccabunga Brooklime. 
Unsurprisingly restricted to the Leamonsley 
Brook, commonest near the Café, but 
present from the east all along the brook. 

 
Veronica chamaedryas Germander 

Speedwell. Found throughout park in 
grassland of golf course, playing fields and 
lawns, also present in woodland and as weed 
in flower beds. The Gall Midge (Jaapiella 
veronicae) was also present on plants found 
near the Tennis courts. 
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Veronica filiformis Slender Speedwell. 

Only recorded from the west (SK1009), 
where it was present in land near the Golf 
Course (on an old mole hill near the 
hedgerow) and on scuffed areas of the 
woodland. Present by the brook in a couple 
of places including SK10740964. 
 
 Veronica hederifolia Ivy-leaved 
Speedwell. Found in its usual haunts of 
disturbed ground in many compartments 
especially the gardened areas. Specimens in 
the woods and near The Hub were identified 
as the subsp. hederifolia (!). 

 
Veronica persica Common Field-

Speedwell. Rare on Golf Course, also 
disturbed ground in or around Tennis Courts, 
Gardens near the Hub, Playing area and 
Storage area. 

 
Veronica serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved 

Speedwell. Widespread, found in woods, by 
Leamonsley Brook, Golf Course and as weed 
in gardens. 

 

Plantaginaceae 
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain. 

Common and widespread, all compartments. 
  
Plantago major Greater Plantain. As 

Plantago lanceolata.  

 
Scrophulariaceae 

Buddleja davidii Butterfly-bush. 
Seedlings present in raised beds and 
elsewhere in Vegetable garden. Introduced. 

 
Scrophularia auriculata Water 

Figwort. Margins of Leamonsley Brook 
(SK11060970) particular common around 
main pool but also found sporadically in 
west. 

 
Verbascum thapsus Great Mullein.  

Naturalised and self seeding in the 
Museum and Ornamental Gardens near the 
Hub. Also present around base of trees in 
tree line (SK11220953). 

 
Lamiaceae 
 Ballota nigra Black Horehound. Rare, 
hedgerows and along brick wall bounding 
private garden and playing area. 

 
Glechoma hederacea Ground Ivy. 

Surprisingly uncommon, as Ballota nigra. 
 
 Lamium album White Dead-nettle. 
Found throughout woods, in hedgerows to 
west of Golf Course and in playing area. 
 
 Lamium amplexicaule Henbit Dead-
nettle. A single plant recorded from the 
flowerbeds of the Museum Garden 
(SK11340953). 
 
 Lamium maculatum Spotted Dead-
nettle. Ornamental that was presumably 
originally planted but now seeding around 
garden beds near the Tennis Court. 
 
 Lamium purpureum Red Dead-nettle.  
Widespread on disturbed ground in woods 
and cultivated areas, particularly common 
around base of one tree in Tree Line. 
 
 Lycopus europaeus Gypsywort. Along 
sides of Leamonsley Brook but only recorded 
from the eastern side and particularly round 
the main pool. 
 

Melissa officinalis Balm. As a weed in 
the Museum Garden. 

 
Mentha aquatica Water Mint. Present 

along the banks of the Leamonsley Brook 
around the main pool often with Mentha 
xverticillata including at SK11160966. 
Herbarium specimen. 
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 ! Mentha xverticillata Whorled Mint. 
As Mentha aquatica also present further 
west at SK10819062. Herbarium specimen. 
 

 Prunella vulgaris Selfheal. Occasional 
in woods, and lawns of cultivated areas. 
  Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort. 
Present in woods, roughs of Golf course, 
playing area and hedgerows. 

 
Aquifoliaceae 

Ilex aquifolium Holly. Present as 
planted trees and also naturalised in woods 
and hedgerows. 
 

Campanulaceae 
Campanula portenschlagiana Adria 

Bellflower. By a wall (SK11030987) with 
Ballota nigra and Oxalis articulata as an 
escape from a neighbouring private garden. 

 
Asteraceae 
 Achillea millefolium Yarrow.  
Throughout park. 
 
 Arctium minus sl. Lesser Burdock. 
Only really present in Woods (SK1009) and 
around Golf course. 
 
 Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort. In 
disturbed areas, including Golf course 
(western hedgerow and top north west 
corner), Vegetable Garden, Storage area, 
Playing area and hedgerows throughout.  
 
 Bellis perennis Daisy. Found 
throughout site. 
 
 Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle. 
Widespread in both natural and semi-natural 
habitats, but never dominant throughout. 
 
  Cirsium palustre Marsh Thistle. 
Present in wet grassland bordering woods in 
west (SK1009. 

 

Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle. Similar 
distribution to C. arvense. 

 
Conyza canadensis Canadian 

Fleabane. Several plants and seedlings in 
Ornamental Garden (including at 
SK11240955). Also a few plants of a Conyza 
sp. (not determined to species level but likely 
to be C. canadensis) growing in disturbed 
area near to Leamonsley Brook (SK1109). 

 

Crepis capillaris Smooth Hawk’s-
beard. One of the few more exciting plants to 
be found in Playing fields (SK1109), also 
present in lawns near Tennis courts and the 
Hub. 

 
Hypochaeris radicata Cat’s-ear. In 

grassland and lawns especially in Ornamental 
garden, near Leamonsley Brook (SK1009) and 
in field to south of playing field. 

 
Lactuca serriola Prickly Lettuce. 

Occasional in Playing areas, and Vegetable 
garden. A small stand of plants was found 
near an old tree stump with Epilobium 
hirsutum and Persicaria maculosa 
(SK10970966). 

 
Lapsana communis Nipplewort. 

Widespread but never particularly common. 
 
Leucanthemum vulgare Oxeye Daisy. 

A patch near the Leamonsley Brook (SK1109). 
  
Matricaria discoidea Pineapple Weed. 

In all the usual haunts, bare patches of earth 
under trees, gateways and scuffed turf; 
occasional as weed in lawns and gardens. 

 
Pilosella aurantiaca Fox and cubs. As 

a naturalised escape in the Museum Garden. 
 

 Senecio jacobaea Ragwort. Occasional 
in Gardens, Woods (SK1009), near Tennis 
courts and by Leamonsley Brook and Golf 
course. 



 

48 
 

 
! Senecio sylvaticus Heath Groundsel. 

Recorded by David Wall growing out of 
hedge surrounding storage area. 

 
Senecio vulgaris Groundsel. 

Commonest as an annual weed in several of 
the Gardens, including a sizeable patch in the 
flower bed on the opposite side of the hedge 
from the Vegetable garden and Storage area. 

 
! Solidago virgaurea Goldenrod. 

Probably originally planted but now self 
seeding around the Museum Garden. 

 
Sonchus asper  Prickly Sow-thistle. 

Only recorded from around the Tennis 
courts, Museum, Ornamental and Vegetable 
Gardens. 

 
Sonchus oleraceus Smooth Sow-

thistle. As S. asper, but more widespread 
being also recorded from Leamonsley Brook 
(SK1109), Playing area, Storage area, Playing 
field and field to south of playing fields. 

 
Tanacetum parthenium Feverfew. 

Only recorded from the flower beds of the 
Museum Garden. 

 
Tanacetum vulgare Tansy. More 

widespread than T. parthenium but restricted 
to cultivated and man-made areas including 
Ornamental, Museum and Vegetable 
Gardens, Storage area, and Playing area. 

 
Taraxacum officinale agg. A 

Dandelion. All records in current survey 
made at the aggregate level. Widespread in 
all compartments including in sand pit of 
Playing Area. 

 
 Tripleurospermum inodorum 
Scentless Mayweed. A couple of plants 
growing on 'decking' near bridge over 
Leamonsley Brook (SK11040969). Also 
present in the Storage area. 

 
Tussilago farfara Colt’s-foot. 

Widespread in the Storage area and 
spreading under hedge into bed on opposite 
side.  

 

Caprifoliaceae 
Lonicera periclymenum Honeysuckle. 

Restricted to woods and hedgerows near 
Playing area.   

 
Sambucus nigra Elder. In every 

compartment and common throughout. Both 
as shrubs, in hedgerows and as seedlings. 

 
Symphoricarpos albus Snowberry. 

Planted or naturalised along the edges of 
Leamonsley Brook (SK1009, SK1109) and 
hedges near Playing area. 

 
 Viburnum opulus Guelder Rose. 
Planted sporadically, in hedgerow separating 
playing fields (SK1109) and woods.   
A highly ornamental form Viburnum opulus 
'Roseum' was planted alongside Euonymus 
europaeus and Symphoricarpos albus near 
the banks of the Leamonsley Brook 
(SK10930963). 
 

Araliaceae 
Hedera helix Ivy. Occasional 

throughout. In Gardens as seedlings 
deposited by birds. 

 
Apiaceae 

 Aegopodium podagraria Ground-
elder. Found throughout park in suitable 
areas, particularly dominant in northern 
parts of wood near stream; as well as in 
hedgerow bases and occasional as weed in 
flower beds. 
 

Aethusa cynapium Fool’s Parsley. 
Occasional in flower beds, but common as 
weed in vegetable garden. A specimen 
collected from the field to the south of the 
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main playing field (SK11150928) was 
identified as A. cynapium ssp. cynapium. 

 
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley. One 

of the commonest members of the Apiaceae 
in Beacon Park. Large patches in open areas 
and hedgerow boundaries in the Woods, 
Playing fields, Golf course, by the Brook. 
Occasional in the Vegetable garden and 
Storage area. 
 

Apium nodiflorum Fool’s-water-cress. 
Recorded from several spots along the 
eastern side of Leamonsley Brook (SK1109), 
possibly introduced with other recent 
plantings. 

 
! Berula erecta Lesser Water-parsnip. 

Recorded along the whole length of the 
'wilder' parts of the Leamonsley Brook, in 
some areas forming large stands with 
Nasturtium officinale ss., 

 
 Chaerophyllum temulum Rough 
Chervil. With a similar and overlapping 
distribution to Anthriscus sylvestris, most 
common along hedgerows and in the Woods 
(SK1009 and SK1109). 

 
Conopodium majus Pignut. Rare in 

and around the Golf course, particularly the 
top northwest corner. 

 
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed. 

Occasional throughout, but recorded in 
natural and semi-natural habitats including 
Woods, Golf course and Playing area. 

 
 Myrrhis odorata Sweet Cicely. A small 
pungent clump of plants on the northern side 
of the Leamonsley Brook under Fraxinus 
excelsior 'Diversifolia' (SK10800964) 

 
Araceae 

Arum maculatum Lords and ladies. 
Only found occasionally in woodland, with a 

sizeable clump near to the edge of the 
playing fields. 

 

Lemnaceae 

 Lemna minor Common Duckweed. 
Rare amongst vegetation of the Leamonsley 
Brook. 

 
 ! Lemna trisulca Ivy-leaved Duckweed. 
Only recorded from pond in Museum Garden 
(SK1137055). 

 

Butomaceae 
 ! Butomus umbellatus Flowering-rush. 
A good sized colony with flowers to come in 
the pond of the Museum Garden 
(SK1137055). Presumably planted. 

 

Potamogetonaceae (incl. 

Zannichelliaceae). 
 ! Potamogeton crispus Curled 
Pondweed. A large population is present in 
the main pool of the Leamonsley Brook 
(SK11070970), also present as 'shore-line' 
fragments further up the brook. A few 
fragments were observed cruising down the 
brook above the Hub (SK11290962). 

 

Alliaceae (incl. Amaryllidaceae). 

* Galanthus nivalis Snowdrop. 
Present in patches by the side of the 
Leamonsley Brook in woods (SK1109), 
presumably also elsewhere as an 
introduction.  

 
Iridaceae 
 Crocus sp. A Crocus. An unidentified 
Crocus was found in several places including 
in the Woods (SK1009). 

 
 Iris pseudacorus Yellow Flag. Common 
along the sides of the Leamonsley Brook and 
in Museum Garden. 
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Amaryllidaceae 
 Narcissus sp. A Daffodil. Widely 
planted throughout site, colonies in the 
Woods and by the side of Leamonsley Brook. 

 
Asparagaceae (incl. Hyacinthaceae). 

 Hyacinthoides hispanica Spanish 
Bluebell. Several strong clumps of this 
species, restricted to Woods (SK1009); a 
good colony was at SK10840959. 
 
 Hyacinthoides non-scripta Bluebell. 
Only reliably recorded from the Wood 
(SK1009). More common in the south of the 
woods, also in the north near to the road. A 
newly planted patch of bulbs in the woods 
was flowering and much to the Rangers' 
relief proved to be this taxa. An unidentified 
clump of seed heads was found by Garden 
wall to north of the Playing area. 
 
 Hyacinthoides xmassartiana Hybrid 
Bluebell. Present in the same areas as its 
parents, it formed occasional patches 
becoming less common the further south we 
recorded. 

 
Ornithogalum umbellatum Garden 

Star-of-Bethlehem. Found in Ornamental 
Garden near the Hub where a few 
inflorescences were spotted near the base of 
a Lime tree near the entrance to the Storage 
area. 

 

Typhaceae (incl. Sparganiaceae). 

 ! Sparganium erectum Branched Bur-
reed. Present in several places around main 
pool on Leamonsley Brook including with 
Phragmites australis at SK10990967 and 
further along brook to west. 
 

Juncaceae 

 Juncus effusus Soft Rush. Only 
recorded from near and along the sides of 
the Leamonsley Brook (SK1009 and SK1109) 
and in the woods in suitable damp ground. 

Juncus inflexus Hard Rush. Occasional 
along the western ends of the Leamonsley 
Brook (SK1009). 

 

Cyperaceae 
Carex acutiformis Lesser Pond-sedge. 

Common around the main pool of the 
Leamonsley Brook (SK1109). A hybrid 
involving this species was collected but the 
specimen is still awaiting verification. 

 
! Carex otrubae False Fox-sedge. A 

mature flowering plant found in the flower 
bed at SK11260961 with Lamium purpureum. 

 
 ! Carex paniculata Greater Tussock-
sedge. Restricted to the Leamonsley Brook, 
fine plants situated on the northern banks of 
the main pool (SK11130969) as well as a 
small colony in the woods to the west 
(SK10810962). 

 
Carex pendula Pendulous Sedge. 

Around the main pool of the Leamonsley 
Brook. 

 
! Carex pseudocyperus Cyperus Sedge. 

A couple of plants around the main pool of 
the Leamonsley Brook. 

 
! Carex riparia Greater Pond-sedge. 

Several large plants amongst vegetation 
around the main pool of the Leamonsley 
Brook. 

 
! Carex rostrata Bottle Sedge. 

Occasional around main pool of the 
Leamonsley Brook. 

 
Carex vesicaria Bladder-sedge. A 

single plant around the main pool of the 
Leamonsley Brook. 

 
 ! Eleocharis palustris Common Spike-
rush. Growing on northern bank of main pool 
on Leamonsley Brook, near outfall 
(SK11140965). Perhaps more plants present 
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amongst marginal vegetation around here 
but under-recorded due to access issues. 
 
 ! Schoenoplectus lacustris Common 
Club-rush. A couple of plants on the 
northwest margins of the main pool of the 
Leamonsley Brook (SK11060970). 

 
Poaceae 

 Agrostis capillaris Common Bent.  
Common throughout including Golf course, 
Playing area, Playing field, Storage area, 
Tennis court area, Tree line, Leamonsley 
Brook and, Ornamental and Museum Garden. 
 
 Alopecurus geniculatus Marsh Foxtail. 
Present along the Leamonsley  Brook and in a 
large patch on the Golf course in flooded 
area. 
  
 Alopecurus pratensis Meadow Foxtail. 
Common on the Golf course, Playing fields 
and near the Leamonsley Brook. 
  
 Anisantha sterilis Barren Brome. 
Scattered in the roughs of the Golf course 
and around Playing fields as well as parts of 
the Leamonsley Brook. 

 
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-

grass. Uncommon, patches in field to south 
of playing field. 

 
 Avena fatua Wild-oat. A couple of 
plants to the north of the Leamonsley Brook 
by side of path to playground (SK11050970). 

 
Bromus hordaceus Soft-brome. Found 

near the base of the benches by the side of 
the Leamonsley Brook. 

 
Dactylis glomerata Cock’s-foot. One 

of the commonest grasses throughout the 
park. 
 
 Elytrigia repens Common Couch. 
Occasional pernicious weed in flower beds of 

Museum Garden and Storage area. Also 
recorded from hedgerows and Playing field. 

 
Festuca rubra agg. Red Fescue. 

Common throughout the park. 
 
Glyceria fluitans Floating Sweet-grass. 

In wet meadow by Golf course and a patch by 
drain emptying Leamonsley Brook into park 
(by A51). 

 
Glyceria maxima Reed Sweet-grass. 

Around the main pool of the Leamonsley 
Brook. 

 
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog. 

Common in grassland of Golf course, Playing 
fields, by side of Leamonsley Brook and 
occasional in Gardens and lawns. 

 
Holcus mollis Creeping Soft-grass. 

Found in a few places including Playing area. 
 
Hordeum murinum Wall Barley. 

Common on the margins of disturbed 
habitats such as car parks (Golf course, 
Playing area) and storage area, also Playing 
fields and tree line. Occupying a niche in the 
sandpit. 

 
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass. 

Widespread and the dominant grass in the 
sports pitches of the Playing fields, and also 
present in many of the lawns. Also trying to 
muscle in on the sand pit. 

 
Phalaris arundinacea Reed Canary-

grass. Occasional along the length of the 
Leamonsley Brook. 

 
 Phleum pratense ss. Timothy. 

Common on Golf course roughs and Playing 
area as well as sand pit. 

 
 ! Phragmites australis Common Reed. 
A patch growing by side of main pool of the  
Leamonsley Brook (SK11150966). A more 
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natural colony was found further west 
(SK10990967) in the stream and also 
transplanted into small pond. 

 
Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass. 

Occasional, but fairly ubiquitous in woods 
and Gardens as weed and grassland. 

 
Poa trivialis Rough Meadow-grass. A 

common species present in all areas. 
 

 Vulpia myuros Rat’s-tail Fescue. 
Several patches growing in rough ground and 
flower bed near Vegetable Garden.
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Appendix 2: Additional records found during survey    

Appendix 2a: Bird records 

Scientific Name Common name Location 
Grid 

Reference 
Date Recorder Comments 

Aegithalos 
caudatus 

Long-tailed Tit Ornamental Garden near the Hub, Beacon Park, Lichfield SK1109 14-May-13 Duffell, M. 
Adult 

Anas platyrhynchos Mallard Ornamental Garden near the Hub, Beacon Park, Lichfield SK1109 14-May-13 Duffell, M. Adults and ducklings 

Branta canadensis Canada Goose Ornamental Garden near the Hub, Beacon Park, Lichfield SK1109 14-May-13 Duffell, M. Adult 
Carduelis chloris Greenfinch Ornamental Garden near the Hub, Beacon Park, Lichfield SK1109 14-May-13 Duffell, M. Adult 
Columba palumbus Wood Pigeon Ornamental Garden near the Hub, Beacon Park, Lichfield SK1109 14-May-13 Duffell, M. Adult 

Corvus corone Carrion Crow Ornamental Garden near the Hub, Beacon Park, Lichfield SK1109 14-May-13 Duffell, M. Adult 

Corvus corone Carrion Crow Ornamental Garden near the Hub, Beacon Park, Lichfield SK1109 14-May-13 Duffell, M. Adult 

Corvus frugilegus Rook Ornamental Garden near the Hub, Beacon Park, Lichfield SK1109 14-May-13 Duffell, M. Adult 

Corvus frugilegus Rook Ornamental Garden near the Hub, Beacon Park, Lichfield SK1109 14-May-13 Duffell, M. Adult 

Erithacus rubecula Robin Ornamental Garden near the Hub, Beacon Park, Lichfield SK1109 14-May-13 Duffell, M. Adult 

Erithacus rubecula Robin Wood, Beacon Park, Lichfield SK1009 14-May-13 Duffell, M. Adult 
Parus caeruleus Blue Tit Ornamental Garden near the Hub, Beacon Park, Lichfield SK1109 14-May-13 Duffell, M. Adult 

Pica pica Magpie Ornamental Garden near the Hub, Beacon Park, Lichfield SK1109 14-May-13 Duffell, M. Adult 

Turdus merula Blackbird Leamonsley Brook, Beacon Park, Lichfield SK1109 04-Jun-13 Duffell, M. Adult 

 

Appendix 2b: Amphibian records 

Scientific Name Common name Location 
Grid 

Reference 
Date Recorder Comments 

Rana temporaria Common Frog Leamonsley Brook, Beacon Park, Lichfield SK1109 18-Jun-13 Duffell, M.   
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Appendix 2c: Mammal records 

Scientific Name Common name Location 
Grid 

Reference 
Date Recorder Comments 

Talpa europaea Mole Wood, Beacon Park, Lichfield SK1009 14-May-13 Duffell, M.   

Talpa europaea Mole Golf Course, Beacon Park, Lichfield SK1009 04-Jun-13 Duffell, M.   

 

Appendix 2d: Invertebrate records 

Scientific Name 
Common 

name 
Location 

Grid 
Reference 

Date Recorder Comments 

Pacifastacus leniusculus Signal Crayfish Beacon Park, Lichfield SK11250965 08-Jul-13 Duffell, M. Adult 

 

Scientific Name Common Name Location Grid Reference Date Recorder Comments 

Andricus kollari Oak Marble Gall Beacon Park, Lichfield SK11140951 02-Aug-13 Duffell, M. On Quercus petraea 

Andricus quercuscalicis Knopper Gall Beacon Park, Lichfield SK11140951 02-Aug-13 Duffell, M. On Quercus petraea 

Cameraria ohridella Chestnut Leafminer Beacon Park, Lichfield SK107095 02-Aug-13 Duffell, M. 
On Aesculus 
hippocastanum with 
Bleeding Canker. 

Eriophyes tiliae Lighthouse Gall  Beacon Park, Lichfield SK11120944 02-Aug-13 Duffell, M. On Tilia x euchlora 

Jaapiella veronicae A gall 
Tennis Courts and surrounds, Beacon Park, 
Lichfield 

SK1109 02-Aug-13 Duffell, M. 
Gall on Veronica 
chamaedryas 

Neuroterus 
quercusbaccarum Spangle Gall Beacon Park, Lichfield 

SK11140951 02-Aug-13 Duffell, M. On Quercus petraea 
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