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Welcome to ParkLife 
Welcome to our spring 
edition of ParkLife.   
  
This is the newsletter that 
keeps you up to date with  
all that’s going on across  
Lichfield Historic Parks,  
which includes Beacon Park,  
Minster Pool and Walk, the 
Garden of Remembrance and 
Stowe Pool.  
  
We hope you find ParkLife  
interesting. Please get in 
touch if you have any  
comments or suggestions.  
 

Lichfield District Council 
parks@lichfielddc.gov.uk  
 
 

Lichfield Historic  
Parks Newsletter  

Apr to Jun 2017 

xx 
xx 

Poppy field workforce  
In March, 23 volunteers helped us to  
re-sow the poppy seed on the poppy field 
in Beacon Park. 
 

The field was originally sown in 2014 and 
will continue until the autumn of 2018, to 
mark the period of the First World War. 
 

Thank you to everyone who helped and  
hopefully we will have a lovely display of  
poppies this summer.  

Queen’s Croft High School pupils volunteer for parks 
Since September, 24 students along with staff from Queen’s Croft High School 
have been rolling up their sleeves to help our parks team two mornings a week.  
 

In groups, the pupils are carrying out the work as part of their Duke of Edinburgh 
Award, and so far they’ve helped with weeding, litter picking, tree planting, raking 
and collecting a huge amount of leaves and fallen twigs after storm Doris.  

 

In March, one group of students saw the results of 
their work to plant around 1,000 purple crocus 
bulbs near Beacon Park’s tennis courts last October.  
 

Blooming Lichfield kindly donated the bulbs to  
Beacon Park, after buying them from Lichfield  
Rotary Club, which has pledged to eradicate polio 
worldwide. The colour of the crocuses represents 
the purple dye that is put on children’s fingers to 
show they have been vaccinated.   
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Friends of Lichfield Historic Parks - get involved  
The Friends group makes sure park users and locals are involved 
in discussions about Lichfield Historic Parks.  
 

The group meets at District Council House (Frog Lane) generally 
on the last Thursday of the month, from 6.20pm to about 
8.15pm. To find out more email parks@lichfielddc.gov.uk 
 

Find the Friends on Facebook at www.facebook.com/FoLHP 

Bank works at Stowe Pool  
This spring, we began filling in the  
horseshoe shaped gaps on the bank that 
borders Stowe Pool and Stowe Road. 
These are the cut outs where trees once 
stood, but have since been removed.  
 

Our contractor started filling in the gaps 
left by the trees with earth. To complete 
the project, top soil is being moved from 
various works around other parks to cover 
the in-filled holes, and our parks team will 
then seed the areas to create a  
streamlined and reinforced grassed bank.  
 

These works will make the bank around 
Stowe Pool stronger, more attractive and 
safer and we’re pleased to get underway 
with the project. 

Countryside and Parks Conservation Group hard at it! 
Our Countryside and Parks Conservation Group (CPCG) has been busy at 
Beacon Park, reinstating paths and the outdoor classroom, as well as 
clearing up after Storm Doris.  
 

We’ve also been hedge laying near the tennis courts with support from 
Burton Conservation Volunteers, as well as starting to develop a  
wildflower area around the willow dome (near the tennis courts). Seeds 
in the wildflower area include knapweed, oxeye and poppy which are 
good for invertebrates such as hoverflies and bees. 
 

Peter Freeman, Park Ranger Countryside, said: “We’re so grateful to the 
group as they have, yet again, helped improve the appearance of the 
park for all and enhanced the areas for wildlife. The outdoor classroom 
in particular will be used by visiting schools, Cub and Brownie groups as 
well as children’s parties – helping to foster a love for the outdoors.”   
 

CPCG meets on the first and third Wednesday of the month from 
10.30am until 3pm and carry out tasks at various parks and open spaces 
across the district.  For more information and to join our mailing list, 
please contact Peter at parks@lichfielddc.gov.uk 

Award-winning tennis sessions 

In the last year 647 people have started playing tennis for the first time 
at Beacon Park, which is the best attendance figure in the UK for the 
Tennis For Free charity. As a result Tennis for Free has awarded the  
local scheme the national award for encouraging tennis participation.  
 

In February 2016, Tennis For Free created a partnership with Lichfield 
District Council, Lichfield Friary Tennis Club and the LTA to help provide 
free coach led tennis sessions for all between 2pm to 4pm every Sunday 
in Beacon Park. Anyone from four years and over can join the free 
group sessions, just register at www.beaconparktennis.co.uk and turn 
up.  

Museum Garden pipe works 
In February Severn Trent Water worked in 
Museum Gardens to clear a blocked sewer 
pipe with high pressure jetting, with the 
intention of inserting a foil lining into the 
damaged pipe. However, they were  
unable to do this as the pipe was in a 
worse state than anticipated. As a result, 
Severn Trent Water has sectioned off an 
area in Museum Gardens and is working to 
lay the new pipe. 

Tree planting 
We’ve planted 14 trees across the district 
in March to replace older trees that were 
removed in Beacon Park, Boley Park and 
Burntwood. Species include Oak and Birch 
as well as the more exotic Weymouth 
Pine, Ginkgo and a memorial Tupelo.  

Proms is runner up for best event in Staffordshire 
After almost 45,000 votes cast in the What’s On Readers’ Awards 2017, 
we were delighted Lichfield Proms was voted the runner up in the Best 
Staffordshire Event award. Lichfield Lumiere won the honour so a big 
well done to them, but we’re also really pleased to have come in  
second. Thank you to everyone that voted. This year’s Lichfield Proms in 
Beacon Park is on Saturday 2 September, so don’t forget to save the 
date and we have plenty of sponsorship opportunities available. Email 
us at parks@lichfielddc.gov.uk to find out more.  

Impact of Storm Doris 
Storm Doris took its toll on our local 
parks and green spaces. Many of our 
trees were affected, with branches and 
limbs being blown down, and a number 
of trees failing as well. Our parks team 
worked hard to answer enquiries about 
issues. We managed to arrange for all the 
clean up works to be done quickly which 
was good going as there was a high  
demand for arboriculturalists at the time. 
We're in the process of checking our 
parks to make sure we haven't missed 
anything. If you have any concerns, 
please call us on 01543 308867.  
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What’s on at Beacon Park - April to June 2017 
To find out more about these events, please visit www.lichfieldhistoricparks.co.uk/whats-on or call the parks team 
on 01543 308867. Remember - children need to be accompanied by an adult.  

Date/time Event details 
 

1 - 23 Apr 
9am - 4pm  
Ranger Station 
£1 a trail 

 

Easter Trail 
Self-guided  
puzzle trail  
around Beacon  
Park. Aimed at  
ages 4+ with adult 
help. Includes a small prize.  

Sat 1 Apr 
11am start 
Ranger Station 
Free activity  

Lichfield Parks Health Walks 
These gentle walks are open to  
everyone of any age and are a great 
way to discover your local parks and 
to enjoy health boosting exercise. 

Sun 2 Apr 
11am - 1pm 
Community  
Garden 
£1 for two pots 

Seed Sunday  
Make a paper pot, plant some  
seeds and take it home. All proceeds 
go to the Community Garden. All  
ages welcome to this drop-in event.  

Tues 4 Apr 
1pm - 3pm  
Community  
Garden 
Volunteer event 

Neaten and Natter   
Volunteer to help us look after  
Beacon Park, which could include 
litter picking and weeding paths. Call 
01543 308869 to confirm your place.  

Weds 5 Apr 
11am start 

Lichfield Parks Health Walks 
See 1 April listing for details 

Thurs 6 Apr 
10am - 12pm 
Community  
Garden 
Volunteer event 

Butterfly and Bee Walk 
Join us on monthly  
walks to help us  
record these  
important insects.  
The walks are  
dependant on fine weather. Call 
01543 308869 on the day to confirm 
the event is running.  

Fri 7 Apr 
1pm - 3pm  
Discovery Hub 
Volunteer event  

Event Volunteers  
Help the parks team with its packed 
event schedule. Tasks vary, but will 
include making props, resources and 
costumes for upcoming events.   

Tues 11 Apr 
9.30am - 10.15am 
Beacon Park 
Free taster 

Nordic Walking - FREE taster 
Book onto a free taster session to 
learn how to walk with poles. Book 
your free place by calling Jan on 
07717393805. Find out more on the 
back page... 

Date/time Event details 

Weds 12 Apr 
11am - 2pm  
Ranger Station  
50p per child 

Xplorer  
Follow a map to find the markers in 
this fun orienteering challenge for  
children of all ages.  

Fri 14 Apr 
11am - 3pm 
Discovery Hub 
£1 per decoration 

Easter Decoration Day 
Drop-in and make  
Easter decorations  
by either sticking,  
cutting or sewing.  

Fri 21 Apr 
1pm - 3pm 
Discovery Hub  
Craft item £3 
BYO £1 

Beacon Park’s Crafty Social  
Bring your own craft item along to 
work on for £1 or you can make an 
item for £3. April’s crafty item is 
making embroidery cards. 

Sun 23 Apr 
11am - 1pm  

Seed Sunday  
See 2 April listing for details 

Sat 29 Apr 
11am - 12noon 
Ranger Station 
Free 

Community Drop-in 
A chance to meet with the parks 
team to ask questions, give  
suggestions and find out about  
parties and events.  

Mon 1 May 
11am - 3pm 
Museum Gardens 
Free entry 

Victorian May Day 
Join us for traditional games and  
activities, including maypole dancing 
and a coconut shy.  

Tues 2 May  
1pm - 3pm  

Neaten and Natter   
See 4 April listing for details 

Weds 3 May 
11am start 

Lichfield Parks Health Walks 
See 1 April listing for details 

Thurs 4 May  
From 8.30am 
Community  
Garden 
Volunteer event 

Moth Recording Morning 
We’ll identify moths that have been 
caught in traps from the night  
before, then we’ll let them go.  
Call to confirm event 01543 308869. 

Thurs 4 May 
10am - 12pm 

Butterfly and Bee Walk 
See 6 April listing for details 

Fri 5 May 
1pm - 3pm  

Event Volunteers  
See 7 April listing for details 

Sat 6 May  
11am start 

Lichfield Parks Health Walks 
See 1 April listing for details 

Sun 7 May 
11am - 1pm 

Seed Sunday  
See 2 April listing for details 

Date/time Event details 



Date/time Event details 
 

Sat 13 May 
11am - 3pm  
Woodland area 
£1 per sculpture 

 

Twig Man Day 
Get creative with a lump of clay, 
twigs, sticks and leaves at this  
drop-in event for all ages.  

Sun 14 May 
11am - 1pm 

Seed Sunday  
See 2 April listing for details 

Fri 19 May 
1pm - 3pm 

Beacon Park’s Crafty Social  
We’re making drawstring gift bags. 

Sun 21 May 
9.30am-11.30am 
Ranger Station  
Free activity  

Bird Surveys Day 
Join the parks team  
in surveying the birds 
in our historic parks. 

Sat 27 May 
11am - 12noon 

Community Drop-in 
See 29 April listing for details 

Mon 29 May  
11am to 5pm   
Beacon Park  
£4/u5s free 

Lichfield Greenhill Bower  
A fairground, charity stalls, arts and 
crafts. Early bird wrist bands  
available for £1.50.   

Tues 30 & Weds 
31 May 
While stocks last 
Museum Gardens 

Plant Sales  
We’re selling off the winter bedding 
plants to raise money for our  
Community Garden.  

Thurs 1 June 
From 8.30am 

Moth Recording Morning 
See 4 May listing for details 

Thurs 1 June  
10am - 12pm 

Butterfly and Bee Walk 
See 6 April listing for details 

Fri 2 June 
1pm - 3pm  

Event Volunteers  
See 7 April listing for details 

Tues 6 June 
1pm - 3pm  

Neaten and Natter   
See 4 April listing for details 

Weds 7 June  
11am start 

Lichfield Parks Health Walks 
See 1 April listing for details 

Sat 10 June 
11am - 2pm  
Ranger Station  
50p per child 

Xplorer  
Follow a map to find the markers in 
this fun orienteering challenge for  
children of all ages.  

Sun 11 June 
2pm to 4pm  
Museum  
Gardens 
Free 

Museum Gardens Summer Concerts 
Enjoy free live music performed by  
the Lichfield City Concert Band.  
Music will include show tunes, pop 
hits and classical music. Don’t forget 
your picnic blanket or deckchairs.  

Fri 16 June 
1pm - 3pm 

Beacon Park’s Crafty Social  
See 21 April listing for details 

Sat 24 June 
11am - 12noon 

Community Drop-in 
See 29 April listing for details 

Date/time Event details 

Sun 25 June 
2pm to 4pm  
Museum  
Gardens 
Free 

Museum Gardens Summer Concerts 
Enjoy free live music performed by  
the Lichfield City Concert Band.  
Music will include show tunes, pop 
hits and classical music. Don’t forget 
your picnic blanket or deckchairs.  

Date/time Event details 

Nordic walking - free taster! 
A free introduction to Nordic walking is being offered at 
Beacon Park on Tuesday 11 April from 9.30am - 10.15am. 
 

Nordic walking is a fitness technique that sees walkers  
using poles to propel themselves along.  
 

The poles will be provided but wearing trainers or soft 
soled footwear is recommended. Participants must be 
aged 16 or over and will need to reserve their places by 
calling Jan from Dancing in the Rain on 07717 393805.  
 

Following the initial free taster session, participants can 
choose to take part on a beginners’ course on 18 and 25 
April and 2 May from 9.30am - 10.30am for £27.50.   

 

Free cycle rides for all 
Bring your bike and helmet and meet at Freedom Cycles 
in Windsor Business Park in Lichfield.  
  

 Fisherwick Lakes on Sun 23 April at 10am, 8.5 miles 
 ‘Tour de Lichfield’ on Sun 21 May at 10am, 9 miles 
 Weeford & Packington Moor Farm on Sun 25 June at 

10am, 23 miles  
 

All the bikes get a safety check over  
from Freedom Cycles.  
  

To find out more, or to check  
whether a ride is taking place if the  
weather is uncertain, please call 01543 411633.  

Fairy doors - can you spot them?  
We’ve noticed that seven fairy doors  
have appeared in the area near the willow  
dome (near Beacon Park’s tennis courts). 
They are the colours of the rainbow and  
will stay in place until the fairies decide to move house.   


