
Friends of Lichfield Historic Parks 
 

FLHPG minutes 26th January 2017  1. 

Notes of the meeting of January 26th 2017 
 
Present: William Henwood (Chair) WH, Carol Barratt CB, Nick Burton (LCC) NB, Roger Chapman RC, 
Sue Ferguson SF, Derek Love DL, Brian Smith BS, Ken Webb KW,  Ruth Witczak (LDC) RW, Lilas 
Rawling (secretary) LR 
 
Apologies: Janice Greaves, Betty Bradbury, Lyn Hammant (LDC), John Aston  
 

1. Welcome and opening remarks   
The Chairman noted that Anthony Wilson did not feel able to continue on the Friends 
Group; he had been written to, to thank him for his contribution to the Friends. 

 
2. Minutes of 24th November 2016 

The minutes of 24th November were agreed 
 

3. Matters arising from the minutes 
i) Poppy field. The date for the reseeding has been confirmed as Sunday 12th March 10.30 

to 12.30.  With plenty of volunteers available the re-seeding  won’t take very long so if 
they wish, volunteers can assist with other necessary tasks on the day. 

ii) Rats.  It has been noted that rats are still a major problem.  It is hoped that there will be 
a blitz with LDC, LCC, the Cathedral School and other local organisations with properties 
near Stowe Pool all addressing the issue at the same time. 

iii) Nick Burton, the outdoor spaces officer for LCC, was welcomed to the meeting 
iv) The Swinfen Broun plaque was fitted on 30th November. 
v) WH is working on the dementia friendly walk 
vi) The health walks will now be on Wednesdays as well as Saturdays (dates in the What’s 

On section) 
vii) LR had followed up the question asked about use of the Parks’ car parks.  A reply had 

been received from the responsible officer that the number of transactions in the 
parking machines had increased significantly between 2014 and 2016 in a comparable 3 
month period 

viii) The fallen trees on Minster Pool are in hand by Savills 
 

4. National Federation of Parks and Open Spaces – West Midlands Forum 
WH used to attend this Forum, with John Smith (LDC). WH explained that the Forum is really 
for Local Authority officers.  He will maintain contact with Cannock Chase Council and 
Hednesford Park as it too was an HLF park 

 
5. Blooming Lichfield  

LR represents the Friends on this group.  She reported that the first meeting of 2017 had just 
been held.  Plans were being laid for this year, the City having won a silver gilt award in 
2016.  NB reported on the plans for the planting up and possible sponsorship of the Cappers 
Lane roundabout 

 
6. Stowe Pools and Fields Update 

WH and LR had accompanied Council officers, Cabinet member, Paul Tiplady (consultant) 
and 2 HLF officers around Stowe Pool and Field on 6th January. Points made were wide 
ranging, including that it needs to be distinct from Beacon Park, that the heritage of the area 
is well understood, but that there need to be demonstrable beneficial outcomes for the 
community. Signposting to the Pool needs to be more obvious and there should be 
cooperation with possible development plans for the Cathedral. There is a City Strategy 
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Group with a brief to make Lichfield a more attractive place, including Stowe Pool. A 
coherent approach to these plans is essential.  The Stage 1 Bid will not now be ready for 
submission in February; the plan is to go for August after more research and consultation. 
 

7. City Council.  
NB reported on action taken regarding rats (covered under matters arising) and the trees in 
Minster Pool.  He reported that there was a crack in the wall in Remembrance Gardens and 
some of the columns in the balustrade are displaced, which is why they are taped off.  He 
announced that there would be a ‘Home and Garden’ festival along Minster Walk and in 
parts of the City the weekend before the Bower weekend.  

 
8. Parks’ Management 

RW gave a comprehensive update  (taken directly from RW’s email) 
 Working on 'Channel Shift' with booking forms on the website starting with the Park Hire 

bookings.  Also, looking at other technologies i.e. App for site inspections and mobile 
working.  Looking for cost effective audio devices for audio trail 

 The Management Maintenance Plan and Action Plan have been updated and put on 
website. 

 Green Flag application submitted, full inspection for 2017 - date to be confirmed. 
 2017 event planning underway - met with various organisers, events include a Drive-in 

Movie by the Parks Team: Grease, 12 August 2017, more details will go online. 
 Ongoing pest control issues, moles and rats - liaising with Environmental Health. 
 Swinfen Broun plaque installed.  Thanks to WH for all his input. 
 Meeting arranged regarding angling to include Sports Development, angling matches etc. 

Also aim to progress with angling club/organisation to take on angling element at Stowe, 
marketing brief being compiled. 

 Staffing/recruitment - bidding Becky farewell next week, Stacey then covering her role, 
Hannah now covering Events and marketing.  Two new PAs started recently, one of which 
was the previously vacant part time post.      

 One vacant post (Stacey’s) still to be filled, currently being advertised internally. 
 Facebook message received reporting muddy paths near Morrison's and the allotments.  WH 

noted that this has previously been dealt with by laying bark/chips on the affected areas. 
 Severn Trent have cleared and re-lined their pipe under Museum Gardens, so hopefully no 

excavation will be needed  
 Dog signs are on the list for Beacon Park, focussed on reported problem sites first.  
 Lyn is aware of the chainsaw sculptor that has worked in Hednesford.  Definitely something 

to be looked into. 
 Rats/Weil’s disease – already included in risk assessments but signs on the jetty and boat 

shed and/or possibly on the angling tickets may be a good idea 
 Banners on Minster Bridge – Staffordshire County Council have stated that these are not 

allowed as deemed a distraction to drivers. 
 The bin that had been vandalised as per the previous meeting was in the junior play area – it 

was set alight. 
 Behind the poppy field, some trees have been planted and a path will be created to make a 

small woodland coppice area. 
 2 staff tried to add more vegetation to the floating islands in Stowe Pool but were unable to 

add any to the island closest to the boat shed due to a nest of 5 eggs – possibly moorhen.  
Looking into making more. 

 Brownie group booked in for an education session on 28th March. 
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9. Recent events 

 Bird survey – 1 family attended.  Particular highlight was the sight of a peregrine falcon. 

 Volunteer thank you event was well attended and seemingly well received.  Congrats to WH 
and KW for being on the winning quiz team! 

 Wreath making went well and Paul is looking to run event again in 2017. 

 Held first Event Volunteer session.  Thanks to CB for coming and sewing and preparing tissue 
paper for forthcoming events. 

 
10. Forthcoming events *** 

 In addition to those listed on the back of ParkLife, there will be a litter picking event(s) 
during the GB Spring Clean for Keep Britain Tidy – 3-5 March.  Details tbc. 

 The last weekend in January is the ‘Big Garden Watch’ and also there would be a Community 
Drop-in.   

 On 3rd Feb there will be a periscope-making demonstration workshop for those who would 
like to help at the half-term activity 

 Tim Lock has requested to be informed if people are attending the poppy field seeding event 
so he can plan resources etc. 

 
11. AOB 

 i) A question was asked about the opening hours of the Lakeside Bistro++. 
ii) The remit of the Friends of Lichfield Historic Parks was asked to be reviewed to see if it 
could be broadened to include Festival Gardens, the heather and rose gardens, which are 
the City Council’s responsibility.  This will be looked at as an agenda item at a future meeting 
iii) It was suggested that there could be poppies seeded in one of the beds in Remembrance 
Gardens.  There was a need to liaise with the City Council over this. 
 

12. DTV of next meeting 
March 30th 2017, 18.20 at the back of the Council House for an 18.30 start 
 

++ It has since been confirmed that the Lakeside Bistro is open daily (weather permitting): 

Monday – Friday 9.00 - 3.30, Saturday and Sunday 9.00 - 4.30 
 
***Major list will be coming soon as a separate document 

 
 


