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Follow the map
on sheet 6 to find
the brass rubbings.
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You are standing on land
that was once the grounds
of Beacon Place – a large
mansion house built in the
late 18th century.

Welcome to my
brass rubbing trail

Beacon Place was demolished
in the 1960s to make way
for a housing development.

Hello! I am Colonel Swinfen Broun.
Back in 1943, I gifted 12 acres of land to
extend Beacon Park, and there’s even a
monument to me in the middle of the park.
To take part on my trail, follow the
map to find eight brass rubbings
and answer my challenges
along the way.

Beacon Place had various
owners over the years,
including a hotel company
and the military (who used
it during World War I
and World War II).

Follow the footsteps on the map on sheet 6 to
find eight brass plaques that are dotted across
Beacon Park and Minster Pool.
When you get to a plaque, place the correct page
over it, then use a crayon or a pencil to rub over
the paper and an image will appear – like magic!

Good luck troops
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In the Middle Ages some of
the land that now makes up
Beacon Park was used for
farming. Ploughing the
land resulted in ridges and
furrows being formed so
the landscape looked wavy.

If you have your back
to the pool, the mound
you are facing is
where Beacon Place’s
underground ice
house would have been.
Ice houses were a way
of keeping food fresher for
longer before fridges and
freezers were invented.
Usually only the wealthy
could afford to build them.
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They were often an
underground chamber
that stored ice and
snow to keep food cold.
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Swinfen Broun’s
Challenge No. 3
Solve the anagrams to see
which crops may have been
farmed in this area hundreds
of years ago.

snip rut
.………………………
scar tor
.………………………
wet ha
.………………………
at so
.....…………………
real by
........………………

Colonel Swinfen Broun’s
Challenge No. 2
Hidden in the word search
are 10 items of food
which might have been

Find out the
answers on
Sheet 5

stored in Beacon Place’s
ice house in the 1800s.
How many can you find?

Find out the answers on Sheet 5
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Follow the map
on sheet 6 to find
the brass rubbings.
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Captain Smi t h

Follow the map
on sheet 6 to find
the brass rubbings.

Commander Edward John
Smith was the Captain of
the Titanic when it sank
in 1912, killing more than
1,500 people, including
Captain Smith.

This 18th century plaque
is the remains of a stone
panel that used to be on
Lichfield’s Guildhall.

He was from Stoke-onTrent, and was the highest
paid captain in the world
at the time of his death.

The image is of Lichfield’s
gruesome seal (which is a
bit like a logo). It is based
on the legend of 1000
Christians that were
defeated in a battle near
Lichfield in the Roman times.

Mission: The city’s seal can
also be found on the rail
way
bridge over Upper St Joh
n’s Street, near Lichfield
City
Station. Next time you’re
passing, see if you can spo
t it.

The three kings, shown
on the seal, were said to
have led the Christians
into battle and were killed.
The seal shows the bodies
of the slain kings.

Colonel Swinfen Broun’s
Challenge No. 4
Look closely at Martyrs’ Plaque.
Can you find three crowns, a lion and
a castle turret with a flag on the top?
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Even though Commander
Smith was born in
Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent,
this statue was
always intended
for Lichfield.

Swinfen Broun Trail - sheet 3

6

ggs
o
M
y
g
g
o
s
,
y
g
Bog

In medieval times, this part of
Beacon Park was covered by
Minster Pool.
Over time, this area silted up and
became known as Swan Moggs.
By the 1850s the land was solid
enough to be made into a park.

Moggs is a term
peculiar to Lichfield
and describes land
that is somewhere
between field,
marsh and pond.
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Erasmus Darwin moved to
Lichfield in 1757. He was a
scientist, physician (doctor),
philosopher, inventor, poet,
and grandfather to the
world famous evolutionist
Charles Darwin.
He was also a member
of the Lunar Society – a
dinner club of learned
men that met when
there was a full moon.

Colonel
Swinfen Broun’s
Challenge No. 6
Which of these animals are not
on the fountain: fish, heron,
snake, frog, tortoise or duck?

Colonel Swinfen Broun’s Challenge No. 7
Erasmus came up with many of the names we
use for plants and flowers today. Ask someone
to time you and see how many different plants
and flowers you can name in one minute.
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Follow the map
on sheet 6 to find
the brass rubbings.

Through the ages, many
pilgrims (religious travellers)
came to Lichfield to worship
at the cathedral.
In the past, Minster Pool was
much larger, and a ferry is
thought to have transported
the pilgrims across the pool
to the cathedral.

You have completed the Swinfen Broun Trail.

Here are the answers to my challenges:
en, duck, ham, milk,
Challenge 2: bacon, beef, butter, cheese, chick
rabbit and sausage.
barley.
Challenge 3: turnips, carrots, wheat, oats and
to Captain Scott
Challenge 5: Lady Kathleen Scott was married
disastrous trip to
of the Antarctic. He was an explorer who led a
with the five
the South Pole. On the way back, he died along
and starvation.
members of his party from exhaustion, the cold,
Challenge 6: duck and snake
Challenge 8: snake

thought of the
Feedback: Please tell us what you
es you agree with.
Swinfen Broun Trail. Tick all the box
I thought the trail was...

Mission: Nowadays it
is mainly just water
birds that cross the pool.
Which birds are using
the pool today?

Colonel Swinfen Broun’s Challenge No. 8
Anna Seward (1742‐1809) was a poet who lived in Lichfield
for most of her life. She had the shape of Minster Pool
changed to look like The Serpentine in London.

The shape is based on an animal – which animal

do you think it could be?

Fun

Hard

Interesting

Easy

The right length

Short

Great – I found out new things

Long

Perfect in every way

Not very good

How old are you?

✄
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Pilgrim’s passage

Well done troops

Please return to:

Swinfen Broun Trail Feedback,
Swinfen Broun Pavilion, Beacon Park,
Swan Road, Lichfield WS13 6QZ
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Swinfen Broun Trail
Follow the numbered footsteps to find
the eight brass rubbings that are dotted
across Beacon Park and Minster Pool.
Please be careful when crossing the road.

Play Area
Beacon Park

Cathedral
Close

When you find a plaque, place the correct page
over it, then use a crayon or a pencil to rub over the
paper, and an image will appear - like magic!

www.lichfieldhistoricparks.co.uk

Garden of
Remembrance
Minster Pool

Bowling
Greens

Follow the trail
Beacon Place
2 Ice House
3 Ridge & Furrow
4 Martyrs’ Plaque

1

5 Captain Smith
6 Moggs
7 Darwin Statue
8 Ferry Landing

Beacon Park
Fountain

Tennis Courts
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